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Trump vows urgent action after shootings, offers few details 


By ZEKE MILLER and JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Speaking out against 
weekend mass shootings that rocked a nation. 
President Donald Trump on Monday called 
for bipartisan solutions to the bloodshed but 
offered few details and faced pointed ques¬ 
tions from Democrats about whether he had 
the moral authority to rally a nation against 
the spasm of violence and racism. 

Trump, back at the White House after remain¬ 
ing largely out of view for two days at his New 
Jersey golf club, declared the shootings in Tex¬ 
as and Ohio barbaric crimes “against all hu¬ 
manity" and called for unity to respond to an 
epidemic of gun violence. He blamed mental 
illness and video games but made no mention 
of more limits on the firearms that can be sold. 
Trump said he wanted legislation providing 
“strong background checks” for gun users, 
though he has reneged on previous promises 
along that line after mass attacks. He seemed 
to abandon his latest idea of linking gun con¬ 
trol legislation to immigration policy just a few 
hours after proposing it. 

Continued on Page 2 



President Donald Trump speaks about the mass shootings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio, in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room of the White House, Monday, Aug. 5, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 




THE CASINO AT 
THERITZ-CARLTON 

ASK AT VIP DESK: 527-2276/77 


A PHARMACY FOR 
ALL YOUR NEEDS 

Z Full-Service Pharmacy 
Z Competitive prices 
Z Health, wellness and beauty products 


j : it 


Located at 

WHJJH l.r 


j , e . \nm 


ARUBA WALK-IN 
CLINIC 


Tel.: +297 586 1717 1 www.boticadiservicio.com 
info@boticadiservicio.com I Unit 8 at "The Cove" 


12! Experienced doctor 

21 No appointment necessary 

121 Urgent and non-urgent medical care 


Tel.: +297 588 0539 I Or:+297 594 0539 
lgbeke.md@gmail.com I Unit 9 at "The Cove" 





e/iiz 




2 appetizers 


1 Mam dish 


1 Dessert 


J.E. kausquin Blvrd 64 - Eagle Beach, Afuba - ftttw.asiesmiperuenaruba com - Closed Mon 
Info * 297 525 4000 (Exl 172) / 598 3959 - reservations a siesmiperuenaruba.com 


0 ®. 













TUESDAY 6 AUGUST 


fl2 lUP FRONT 



Trump vows urgent action after shootings, offers few details 



Vice President Mike Pence follows President Donald Trump as he walks off after speaking about 
the mass shootings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio, in the Diplomatic Reception Room of the 
White House, Monday, Aug. 5, 2019, in Washington. 


Continued from Front 

“We vow to act with urgent 
resolve,” Trump said as the 
death toll from the shoot¬ 
ings in El Paso and Dayton 
reached 31 late Monday. 
His scripted remarks includ¬ 
ed a solitary denunciation 
of white supremacy , which 
he has been reluctant to 
criticize, and he made no 
mention of the anti-immi¬ 
gration rhetoric found in 
an online screed posted 
just before the El Paso at¬ 
tack that mirrored his own 
incendiary language. De¬ 
tectives sought to deter¬ 
mine if it was written by the 
man who was arrested. 

The mayor of El Paso said 
at a news conference that 
Trump would visit the city 
Wednesday, though some 
local lawmakers and oth¬ 
ers signaled opposition, 
and the Federal Aviation 
Administration advised pi¬ 
lots of a presidential visit 
to Dayton. At the White 
House, Trump declared, “In 
one voice, our nation must 
condemn racism, bigotry 
and white supremacy." 

He said he had directed 
the FBI to examine steps to 
identify and address do¬ 


mestic terrorism. “These sin¬ 
ister ideologies must be de¬ 
feated. Hate has no place 
in America,” he said. 

In the past, the president's 
calls to the nation's better 
angels, without renouncing 
his own divisive language 
about immigrants and po¬ 
litical opponents, have 
proved fleeting. His path to 
the White House was built 


on the politics of division, 
and aides say he views his 
road to reelection on again 
sowing discord and unease 
about cultural, economic 
and demographic chang¬ 
es. Democrats on Monday 
accused Trump of foster¬ 
ing an environment of hate 
that led to the shootings, 
and they angrily renewed 
their calls for his defeat 
next year. 

“He's been racist from day 
one — before day one 
when he was questioning 
whether Barack Obama 
was born in the United 
States,” said former Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke, a 2020 
presidential contender 
who represented El Paso. 
“He’s trafficked in this stuff 
from the very beginning, 
and we are reaping right 
now what he has sown and 
what his supporters in Con¬ 
gress have sown. We have 
to put a stop to it." 

Former President Obama 
posted a statement in 
which he called for the na¬ 
tion to “soundly reject lan¬ 
guage coming out of the 
mouths of any of our lead¬ 
ers that feeds a climate 
of fear and hatred or nor¬ 
malizes racist statements.” 
Obama did not mention 
the president by name. 
Trump pointed to the me¬ 
dia. 

“Fake News has contrib¬ 
uted greatly to the anger 
and rage that has built 
up over many years,” he 


Associated Press 

tweeted. He suggested 
early Monday on Twitter 
that a background check 
bill could be paired with his 
long-sought effort to tough¬ 
en the nation's immigration 
system. But he didn’t say 
how or why he was con¬ 
necting the issues and did 
not elaborate on that pro¬ 
posal during his 10-minute 
address from the Diplomat¬ 
ic Reception Room. 

He has frequently sought 
to tie his immigration pri¬ 
orities — a border wall and 
transforming the legal im¬ 
migration system to one 
that prioritizes merit over 
family ties — to legislation 
around which he perceives 
momentum to be building. 
His latest proposals would 
mostly leave it to Congress, 
which is on recess, to sort 
out solutions. 

Adhering to what has be¬ 
come a GOP talking point 
of blaming mental illness 
and not firearms for mass 
shootings. Trump signaled 
he would oppose large- 
scale gun control efforts 
pushed by Democrats, say¬ 
ing, “hatred pulls the trig¬ 
ger, not the gun.” 

He called for law enforce¬ 
ment and social media 
companies to do more to 
combat extremism and 
spot warning signs of vio¬ 
lence online. He also asked 
for a reduction in the “glo¬ 
rification” of violence in 
American culture, includ¬ 
ing video games, though 


research does not link their 
usage to shootings. 
Additionally, Trump di¬ 
rected the Department 
of Justice to seek and pri¬ 
oritize the enforcement of 
the death penalty in cases 
of hate crimes and mass 
shootings. Congress has 
proven unable to pass sub¬ 
stantial gun violence legis¬ 
lation this session, in large 
part because of resistance 
from Republicans, particu¬ 
larly in the GOP-controlled 
Senate. Trump himself has 
backed away from previ¬ 
ous pledges to strengthen 
gun laws. 

After other mass shootings 
he called for strengthening 
the federal background 
check system, and in 2018 
he signed legislation to in¬ 
crease federal data shar¬ 
ing. In December 2018, 
The Trump administration 
banned bump stocks, the 
attachments that allow 
semi-automatic weapons 
to fire like machine guns 
and were used during the 
October 2017 shooting 
massacre in Las Vegas. 

But Trump has resisted calls 
to toughen other gun con¬ 
trol laws. At a February 
meeting with survivors and 
family members of the 2018 
Parkland, Florida, school 
shooting in which 17 peo¬ 
ple died. Trump promised 
to be “very strong on back¬ 
ground checks." Trump 
claimed he would stand 
up to the gun lobby and 
finally get results in quelling 
gun violence. But he later 
retreated, expressing sup¬ 
port for modest changes 
to the federal background 
check system and for arm¬ 
ing teachers. 

House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi and Senate Democrat¬ 
ic leader Chuck Schumer 
said Monday that Trump 
should push the GOP-con- 
trolled Senate to take up 
the House’s background 
check bills. 

“It took less than three 
hours for the president to 
back off his call for stronger 
background check legis¬ 
lation,” they said in a joint 
statement. “When he can't 
mention guns while talk¬ 
ing about gun violence, 
it shows the president re¬ 
mains prisoner to the gun 
lobby and the NRA.’O 
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U.S. Treasury Department labels China a currency manipulator 



In this June 10, 2019, file photo, a man walks past a money exchange shop decorated with 
different banknotes at Central, a business district of Hong Kong. 


By PAUL WISEMAN and 
MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. Treasury Department 
labeled China a currency 
manipulator Monday after 
Beijing pushed down the 
value of its yuan in a dra¬ 
matic escalation of the 
trade conflict between the 
world’s two biggest econo¬ 
mies. 

The decision, which came 
hours after President Don¬ 
ald Trump accused China 
of unfairly devaluing its cur¬ 
rency, marks a reversal for 
Treasury: In May, it had de¬ 
clined to sanction China for 
manipulating its currency. 
The U.S. had not put China 
on the currency blacklist 
since 1994. 

The designation could 
pave the way for more U.S. 
sanctions against China. 
Earlier Monday, China 
had allowed its currency 
to weaken to an 11-year 
low, a move that gives its 
exporters a price edge in 
world markets and eases 
some of the damage from 
U.S. tariffs on Chinese prod¬ 
ucts. Trump had gone on 
Twitter to denounce Chi¬ 
na’s move as “currency 
manipulation." He added, 
“This is a major violation 
which will greatly weaken 
China over time." 

In a statement. Treasury 
said it would work with the 
International Monetary 
Fund “to eliminate the un¬ 
fair competitive advan¬ 
tage created by China’s 
latest actions.” 

The move was unexpect¬ 
ed. “This is an extraordinary 
action of hostility against 
a major trading partner, 
with little economic basis 
and again driven mostly by 
presidential whims,” said 
Cornell University econo¬ 
mist Eswar Prasad, former 
head of the China division 
at the International Mone¬ 
tary Fund. “The timing and 


apparent logic for Trea¬ 
sury's designation of China 
as a currency manipulator 
reeks of arbitrariness and 
retaliation, and will inflict 
further damage on an al¬ 
ready wounded relation¬ 
ship between China and 
the U.S.” 

During the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial campaign, Trump had 
accused China of manipu¬ 
lating its currency to gain 
trade advantages against 
the United States and had 
promised to brand China 
a currency manipulator as 
soon as he took office. 
However, Trump’s Treasury 
Department, which issues 
a report on currency ma¬ 
nipulation every six months, 
has issued five reports since 
Trump took office, the most 
recent in May, in which 
Treasury said China did 
not meet the criteria to be 
labeled a currency ma¬ 
nipulator. The Treasury an¬ 
nouncement, which came 
late Monday after the U.S. 
stock market had suffered 
its worst day this year, pro¬ 
vided few details on the 
reasons for the abrupt 
change. 

The statement did say that 
China's explanations for 
its recent currency moves 
were implausible and 
“confirm that the purpose 
of China’s currency de¬ 
valuation is to gain unfair 
competitive advantage in 
international trade.” 
China’s central bank sets 
the exchange rate each 
morning and allows the 
yuan to fluctuate by 2% 
against the dollar during 
the day. The central bank 
can buy or sell currency — 
or order commercial banks 
to do so — to dampen 
price movements. 

Because the Chinese gov¬ 
ernment sets the exchange 
rate, said Joseph Gagnon, 
senior fellow at the Pe¬ 
terson Institute for Inter¬ 
national Economics, the 


Trump administration views 
China’s currency policy this 
way: “Any move is a move 
they want. Therefore, a 
move down is a manipula¬ 
tion." 

China’s central bank 
blamed the yuan's drop on 


“trade protectionism” — 
an apparent reference to 
Trump’s threat last Thursday 
to impose tariffs Sept. 1 on 
the $300 billion in Chinese 
imports to the United States 
in addition to the $250 bil¬ 
lion he’s already targeted. 


Associated Press 

For more than a year, 
the U.S. and China have 
been locked in a trade 
war over allegations that 
Beijing steals trade se¬ 
crets and pressures foreign 
companies to hand over 
technology.Q 
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Judge sentences man who sent pipe bombs to Dems to 20 years 



--n 


In this courtroom sketch, Cesar Sayoc, second left, sits as his Attorney Ian H. Amelkin, right, speaks at federal court in New York on 
Monday, Aug. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TOM HAYS and LARRY 
NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Florida 
amateur body builder who 
admitted sending pipe 
bombs to prominent Dem¬ 
ocrats and CNN was sen¬ 
tenced to 20 years in prison 
Monday by a judge who 
concluded the bombs pur¬ 
posely were not designed 
to explode. 

Cesar Sayoc, 57, wept and 
crossed himself, appearing 
relieved, when U.S. District 
Judge Jed S. Rakoff an¬ 
nounced the sentence. 
Prosecutors had urged a 
life prison term for Sayoc, 
who pleaded guilty earlier 
this year after mailing 16 
pipe bombs days before 
the midterm elections last 
fall. 


“He hated his victims, he 
wished them no good, but 
he was not so lost as to wish 
them dead, at least not by 
his own hand,” the judge 
said. 

The one-time stripper and 
pizza delivery man from 
Aventura, Florida, apolo¬ 
gized to his victims, saying 
he was “so very sorry for 
what I did.” 

His targets included Hill¬ 
ary Clinton, former Vice 
President Joe Biden, sev¬ 
eral members of Congress, 
former President Barack 
Obama and actor Robert 
De Niro. Devices were also 
mailed to CNN offices in 
New York and Atlanta. 
Assistant Federal Defender 
Marcus Amelkin said Sayoc 
was obsessed with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and 


grew to believe Democrats 
were to blame for damage 
to his van, which was plas¬ 
tered with Trump stickers 
and images of crosshairs su¬ 
perimposed over the faces 
of Trump opponents. Sayoc 
“looked up to the president 
as a father figure,” the law¬ 
yer said. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jane 
Kim said Sayoc “set out to 
terrorize people” and had 
not sufficiently shown re¬ 
morse. 

“Politics cannot justify a 
terrorisf attack,” she said, 
while the judge dismissed 
talk of Trump as a “side 
show.” 

Assistant Attorney General 
John Demers, the head of 
the Justice Department’s 
national security division, 
said in a statement that 


“time and again, we have 
seen individuals attempt to 
express political views and 
resolve political disagree¬ 
ments through violence. 
“Cesar Sayoc has now 
been sentenced for acts 
of domestic terrorism that 
are repulsive to all Ameri¬ 
cans who cherish a soci¬ 
ety built on respectful and 
non-violent political dis¬ 
course,” Demers said. “Our 
democracy depends on 
our debating our strongly 
held views peacefully and 
respectfully, and when 
someone does nof, on our 
prosecuting and punishing 
those who do not abide by 
these values.” 

Sayoc read from a hand¬ 
written statement shortly 
before he was sentenced, 
saying he blamed a life of 


mental illness, a childhood 
sexual assault he suffered 
from a boarding school 
teacher, excessive use of 
steroids and his failure to lis¬ 
ten to his mother, “the love 
of my life.” 

“I was in deep denial. I un¬ 
derstand now that I have 
committed a very serious 
crime," Sayoc said. 

“I wish more than anything 
I could turn back time and 
take back what I did,” he 
added. “With all my heart 
and soul, I feel the pain 
and suffering of these vic¬ 
tims and I will be apologiz¬ 
ing to them for the rest of 
my life.” The bomb experts, 
one an FBI agent, and 
one hired by the defense, 
agreed Sayoc’s packages 
were not configured to ex¬ 
plode. As the judge noted, 
the clocks were not set and 
wires were not attached. 
The psychiatric experts 
who examined Sayoc at 
the request of the defense 
agreed that steroids influ¬ 
enced his behavior, par¬ 
ticularly his delusions and 
obsessions. 

In all, 16 rudimentary pipe 
bombs were mailed to ad¬ 
dresses in New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Califor¬ 
nia, Washington, D.C., and 
Atlanta, Georgia. None ex¬ 
ploded. 

In letters to the judge, 
Sayoc has said he abused 
steroids for more than four 
decades and was using 274 
different supplements and 
vitamins along with “heavy 
amounts of steroids" before 
his arrest. 

He wrote that before he 
mailed explosives, his idea 
“first was how to tone down 
the liberal left violence 
platform.” He wrote that he 
believed prominent Demo¬ 
crats were encouraging 
violence, saying he had 
been attacked personally 
— including as he returned 
to his hotel after attending 
Trump’s inauguration^ 















This Jan. 21, 2017, file photo shows the floor of the main lobby of 
the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Va. 

Associated Press 


Feds: FBI ‘exercised 
remarkable caution’ 
in CIA worker probe 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The FBI “exercised remarkable caution 
and candor" in securing search warrants that led to espi¬ 
onage charges against a former CIA employee, prosecu¬ 
tors have told a federal judge presiding over the case. 
Prosecutors said a court hearing is unnecessary to reject 
Joshua Adam Schulte’s claims that evidence should be 
tossed out because searches of his New York City resi¬ 
dence and various electronic accounts were illegal. 

The government made its arguments in papers filed late 
Friday in Manhattan federal court. 

It said Schulte's claims that he was subject to illegal 
searches were “entirely without merit." 

Prosecutors wrote that the FBI responded properly after 
WikiLeaks in March 2017 began one of the most signifi¬ 
cant disclosures of U.S. government classified information 
in the nation’s history. 

They said a series of 26 disclosures by WikiLeaks signifi¬ 
cantly damaged U.S. national security by disclosing the 
agency’s intelligence-gathering methods and provid¬ 
ing a way for “hostile actors” to turn “these potent cyber 
weapons against the United States.” 

Prosecutors said the search quickly led to Schulte, a dis¬ 
gruntled former CIA employee with an expertise in de¬ 
veloping tools to covertly copy electronic data who was 
one of a small number of CIA employees authorized to 
access the leaked information. 

They said the FBI sought a second warrant to search for 
evidence of child pornography after finding an image on 
Schulte's home desktop computer that depicted a child 
engaged in sexual acts. 

Schulte has been charged separately with crimes related 
to that evidence. 

Eventually, prosecutors said, the FBI sought additional 
search warrants because Schulte engaged in an “infor¬ 
mation war” against the U.S. by smuggling contraband 
cellphones into prison and using encrypted email ac¬ 
counts to disclose more classified information. 

“Despite the urgency of this national security investiga¬ 
tion, the FBI exercised remarkable caution and candor 
in securing search warrants in this case,” the government 
said. 

Defense lawyers have asked a judge to toss out evidence. 
They say investigators violated search warrants by con¬ 
ducting a widespread search and seizure, including tak¬ 
ing notebooks Schulte had carefully labeled as protect¬ 
ed by attorney-client privilege. 

He has pleaded not guilty to charges that he leaked clas¬ 
sified information that was disclosed publicly by WikiLeaks 
in March 20170 
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In this Tuesday evening, Dec. 31, 2013 file photo, a woman smokes marijuana during a 
Prohibition-era themed New Year’s Eve party at a bar in Denver, the day before Colorado 
allowed retail sales of marijuana to those 21 and over. 

Associated Press 


Study finds more edible pot 
among Colorado teen users 


By KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Some 
teenagers in Colorado, 
where marijuana is le¬ 
gal for adults, are shift¬ 
ing away from smoking 
in favor of edible canna¬ 
bis products, a study re¬ 
leased Monday shows. 
About 78% of the Colo¬ 
rado high school students 
who reported consum¬ 
ing marijuana in 2017 
said they usually smoked 
it, down from 87% two 
years earlier. The number 
of teens who usually con¬ 
sumed edibles climbed to 
about 10% from 2% in the 
same period, while the 
number of users dabbing 
increased to about 7.5% 
from 4%. Research about 
the way young people 
consume marijuana prod¬ 
ucts is still limited, and the 
study’s lead author said 
Colorado’s survey data 
could provide valuable 
insight for public health 
researchers and regula¬ 
tors. “Since the implemen¬ 
tation of retail marijuana 
sales, we haven’t seen 
an increase in use among 
youth but we are seeing a 
difference in how young 
people are consuming," 
said Kayla Tormohlen, a 
PhD candidate at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. 
“Understanding that can 


help to inform public 
health efforts.” 

The study published Mon¬ 
day in JAMA Pediatrics is 
based on high schoolers’ 
responses to Colorado’s 
biennial health survey in 
2015 and 2017. 

At least three other states 
that permit adult marijua¬ 
na use — Alaska, Oregon 
and Washington — also 
include questions about 
how teens consume mari¬ 
juana on state health 
surveys. In Colorado and 
other states, edibles are 
tightly regulated includ¬ 
ing limits on the amount 
of THC, the compound in 
marijuana that creates us¬ 
ers’ high feeling, allowed 
in each dose. Dispensary 
employees warn that cus¬ 
tomers should wait sever¬ 
al hours to feel the effects 
of one portion before 
eating more. Information 
about the health effects 
of dabbing — heating or 
vaporizing an oil or wax 
with a high THC level and 
inhaling the vapors — is 
limited. 

“These modes are impor¬ 
tant to monitor because 
of their unique psycho¬ 
active associations, and 
potential harms, including 
unintentional overcon¬ 
sumption with edibles and 
an increased physiologi¬ 
cal tolerance and with¬ 
drawal associated with 


the high tetrahydrocan¬ 
nabinol levels of canna¬ 
bis concentrates used for 
dabbing," the research¬ 
ers wrote. 

State and federal surveys 
have found teen use of 
marijuana remained rela¬ 
tively stable since Colora¬ 
do began allowing adults 
to buy and use marijua¬ 
na in 2014. In 2017, 1 in 5 
Colorado students said 
they had recently con¬ 
sumed marijuana in any 
form — about the nation¬ 
al average, said Jessica 
Neuwirth, the Colorado 
Department of Public 
Health’s retail marijuana 
education and youth pre¬ 
vention coordinator. 

She said state public 
health researchers are 
always reevaluating the 
survey's questions and 
teens’ responses, with 
input from other states’ 
agencies doing the same 
work. “We are in certain 
ways leading the country 
in trying to figure out what 
are the right questions to 
ask and how do you ask 
those questions," Neu¬ 
wirth said. 

Sales data has consistent¬ 
ly showed adult consum¬ 
ers are trending toward 
non-smoking products, 
said David Abernathy, 
vice president of data 
and government affairs 
for The Arc View Group. □ 
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U.S. Northwest towns ‘woefully unprepared’ as fire risk grows 



In this photo taken July 24,2019, houses are backed up to a forest in the Cascade foothills of North 
Bend, Wash. 


By TOM JAMES 
Associated Press 
ISSAQUAH, Wash. (AP) — 

Nestled in the foothills of 
Washington’s Cascade 
Mountains, the bustling 
Seattle suburb of Issaquah 
seems an unlikely candi¬ 
date for anxiety over wild¬ 
fires. 

The region, famous for its 
rainfall, has long escaped 
major burns even as global 
warming has driven an in¬ 
crease in the size and num¬ 
ber of wildfires elsewhere in 
the American West. 

But according to experts, 
previously too-wet-to-burn 
parts of the Pacific North¬ 
west face an increasing risk 
of significant wildfires due 
to the same phenomenon: 
Climate change is bring¬ 
ing higher temperatures, 
lower humidity and longer 
stretches of drought. 

And the region is uniquely 
exposed to the threat, with 
property owners who are 
often less prepared for fire 
than those in drier places 
and more homes tucked 
along forests than other 
western states. In Issaquah 
and towns like it across the 
region, that takes a shape 
familiar from recent de¬ 
structive California wildfires: 
heavy vegetation that spills 
into backyards, often press¬ 
ing against houses in neigh¬ 
borhoods with few escape 
routes. 

“The only thing that's 


By ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— Four California voters 
have sued to block a new 
state law aimed at forcing 
Republican President Don¬ 
ald Trump to release his in¬ 
come tax returns. 
Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom signed a law last 
week that requires presi¬ 
dential candidates to file 
five years of their income 
tax returns with the Cali¬ 
fornia secretary of state. 
Candidates who don’t 
comply will not appear on 
the March 3 presidential 
primary ballot. 

The conservative group Ju- 


keeping it from going off 
like a nuclear bomb is the 
weather,” said Chris Dicus, 
a California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis 
Obispo professor and head 
of the Association for Fire 
Ecology, a national group 
that studies wildfire. 

With historically short sum¬ 
mers, the densely forested 
coastal territory stretching 
from northwestern Oregon 
to British Columbia has long 
been cloaked in a protec¬ 
tive veil of moisture, mak- 


dicial Watch announced 
Monday it had filed a law¬ 
suit last week to challenge 
the law. The four plaintiffs 
are two Republicans, one 
Democrat and one inde¬ 
pendent. 

“This is a nonpartisan con¬ 
cern about the state run¬ 
ning roughshod and at¬ 
tempting to amend the 
Constitution on its own,” 
Judicial Watch President 
Tom Fitton said. 

The Constitution requires 
three things of presidents: 
They have to be born in 
the U.S.; must be at least 
35 and must have lived in 
the country for at least 14 
years. □ 


ing even medium-sized fires 
relatively rare. 

But global warming is 
changing the region’s sea¬ 
sons. A national climate 
assessment prepared by 
13 federal agencies and 
released in 2018 said the 
Pacific Northwest had 
warmed nearly 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit since 1900 and 
that trend would continue 
into the century, leading 
to warmer winters and less 
mountain snowpack. 
Experts say these long-term 
changes create a special 
risk in Pacific Northwest 
forests: Even a modest in¬ 
crease in contributing fac¬ 
tors, like days without rain, 
could make them much 
more prone to burning. 
“Those are the kinds of 
changes that amount to 
taking a forest and push¬ 
ing it over the edge,” said 
Michael Medler, a fire sci¬ 
entist and chair of Western 
Washington University’s en¬ 
vironmental studies depart¬ 
ment. 

Exactly when any one part 
of fhe region will reach that 
point is hard to predict, 
and researchers stressed 
that unknowns exist in for¬ 
ests that have burned so 
infrequently in the past. But 
all pointed to changes al¬ 
ready taking place. 

For instance, the region’s 
fire danger fhis year 


Associated Press 

reached above-normal 
levels three months earlier 
than at any time in more 
than 10 years, driven partly 
by an abnormally dry win¬ 
ter. 

And fire counts are up: As 
of late June, western Or¬ 
egon forests had seen dou¬ 
ble the average number 
of fire starts from the pre¬ 
vious decade — 48 com¬ 
pared with 20. Washington 
jumped even further, with 
194 starts compared with 
an average of 74. 

Even the region around 
Astoria, Oregon, which fre¬ 
quently gets 100-plus rainy 
days per year, has seen a 
dozen small fires in 2018 
and 2019, according to 
data from Oregon's Forest¬ 
ry Department. That com¬ 
pares with an average of 
just two per year over the 
previous decade. 

Last year, 40% of Washing¬ 
ton's wildfires were on its 
wetter western side, which 
was “alarming and a first 
for us," Janet Pearce, a 
spokeswoman for that 
state's natural resources 
agency, said in an email. 
The risk is amplified by 
development patterns 
throughout the Pacific 
Northwest. 

A 2013 Headwaters Eco¬ 
nomics survey of devel¬ 
opment within 550 yards 
(500 meters) of forestlands 


found that just six counties 
along the western foot¬ 
hills of Washington’s Cas¬ 
cade mountains host more 
homes in such zones than 
all of California. 

Ray Rasker, who heads the 
nonprofit land manage¬ 
ment research group, cau¬ 
tioned the report was nar¬ 
rower than others — which 
count development up to 
1.5 miles (2.4 kilometers) 
from any wildland — and 
other types of wild areas 
are more prone to burning 
than mature forests. 

But while officials in Califor¬ 
nia and ofher states have 
begun reforming forest- 
edge building and land¬ 
scaping rules, such codes 
are rare in the Northwest, 
and virtually none apply to 
houses already built, said 
Tim Ingalsbee, who heads 
Firefighters United for Safety 
Ethics and Ecology, an Or¬ 
egon-based nonprofit that 
works to update building 
codes. 

“The western slopes of the 
Cascades and the North¬ 
west are just woefully un¬ 
prepared,” Ingalsbee said. 
Wildfires get harder to 
fight when they penetrate 
neighborhoods, which 
happened last year in Para¬ 
dise, California, where doz¬ 
ens died and thousands of 
homes burned. 

Like Paradise, Issaquah has 
neighborhoods surround¬ 
ed by dense forests, some 
with only a single road, and 
strong seasonal winds. 
California’s fires were a 
wake-up call, said Rich 
Burke, deputy fire chief with 
the Eastside Fire Depart¬ 
ment, which oversees fire 
protection in and around Is¬ 
saquah, population 39,000. 
Wildfire-oriented setbacks 
and less-flammable ma¬ 
terials still aren't written 
into building codes on the 
city's edges. But Burke said 
the department now hosts 
preparedness trainings and 
has four wildland fire en¬ 
gines. 

Jason Ritchie, who owns 
a home just north of Is¬ 
saquah, said a nearby 2015 
fire drove home the risks. 

“It grew so fast,” Richie 
said, adding that he pre¬ 
viously hadn’t considered 
that his area has only two 
main routes outO 


4 sue to block California tax 
return law aimed at Trump 
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Military alleges sexual misconduct in soldier’s hazing death 


the top Navy SEAL to com¬ 
manders that said some 
in the ranks “have failed 
to maintain good order 
and discipline" and that 
the problem “must be ad¬ 
dressed immediately," ac¬ 
cording to newsoutlets. 

The July 25 letter didn’t of¬ 
fer specifics. But it comes 
after a string of high profile 
incidents involving Navy 
SEALS. 

Among them is Melgar's 
2017 death in Africa, where 
U.S. special forces have 
supported and trained lo¬ 
cal troops in their fight 
against extremists. 

Military prosecutors have 
charged four men — two 
SEALs and two Marines — in 
Melgar's death in Bamako, 
Mali. 

SEAL Adam Matthews and 
Marine Kevin Maxwell Jr. 
have already pleaded 
guilty to lesser charges and 
were sentenced to military 
prison. 


DeDolph, 40, and Made- 
ra-Rodriguez, 34, still face 
charges of murder and the 
possibility of a life sentence 
if found guilty. 

Capt. Warren Record, the 
preliminary hearing officer 
for Monday's proceedings, 
will make a recommenda¬ 
tion in coming days over 
whether the case should 
proceed to a court martial 
hearing. An admiral will re¬ 
ceive the recommenda¬ 
tion and then ultimately de¬ 
cide where the case goes. 
Record said he will not rec¬ 
ommend to the admiral 
that the sexual charges be 
added to the case, citing 
insufficient evidence. 
Monday’s hearing offered 
yet another detailed reci¬ 
tation of Melgar's death. 
Matthews and Maxwell, 
who are now serving time 
in military prisons, testified 
via telephone that Mel¬ 
gar's death was the result 
of a botched attempt to 


haze him over perceived 
slights against other service 
members. Maxwell said the 
plot to haze Melgar started 
off as a hypothetical joke 
that was cooked up as 
Marines and SEALs social¬ 
ized at a bar and then at a 
dance club. 

“It would be hilarious and 
embarrassing,” Maxwell 
said of their mindset before 
the incident. 

He said the plan was to 
choke the blood flow to 
Melgar's brain so that he 
would fall into unconscious¬ 
ness, pull his pants down 
and videotape the inci¬ 
dent, Maxwell said. They 
would then show it to him 
later. 

Matthews said they had 
brought along a Malian 
guard who had removed 
his shirt and worn a leash as 
part of the prank. 

But within minutes, the men 
said, Melgar was no longer 
breathing.Q 



This undated photo provided by the U.S. Army shows U.S. Army 
Staff Sgt. Logan Melgar Green Beret. 

Associated Press 


By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press 
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — Mili¬ 
tary prosecutors in Virginia 
said Monday that they 
want to add allegations 
of sexual misconduct to 
their murder case against 
a U.S. Marine and a Navy 
SEAL who are among those 
blamed for the 2017 hazing 
death of a U.S. Green Beret 
in Africa. 

Navy prosecutor Benjamin 
Garcia made the request 
at a preliminary hearing at 
a military court in Norfolk. 
The lieutenant command¬ 
er said that Marine Mario 
Madera-Rodriguez and 
SEAL Tony DeDolph were 
among four servicemen 
who planned to make “sex¬ 


ual contact” against Army 
Staff Sgt. Logan Melgar as 
he was hazed on video in 
his bedroom. 

The overall effort to embar¬ 
rass Melgar ultimately led 
to his death, according to 
charging documents. Mel¬ 
gar was bound with duct 
tape and placed in choke 
holds to temporarily knock 
him unconscious before 
he stopped breathing, the 
charging documents said. 
The sexual misconduct al¬ 
legation added a new 
wrinkle to a case that has 
pulled back the curtain on 
misconduct among some 
of America's most elite ser¬ 
vice members. 

It also follows a letter that 
was recently written by 
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5 months on, Christchurch attacker inspires others 



In this March 18, 2019, file photo, mourners lay flowers on a wall at the Botanical Gardens in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 


By KRISTEN GELINEAU 
Associated Press 
SYDNEY (AP) — The attack 
on a Texas Walmart that 
left 22 people dead bore 
all the classic hallmarks of 
America's cycle of mass 
shootings: A lone shooter. 
Multiple casualties. A white 
male accused of the crime. 
But it also revealed a new¬ 
er, emerging pattern: em¬ 
boldened white suprem¬ 
acy. A racist diatribe pub¬ 
lished to the online mes¬ 
sage board 8chan. And 
apparent inspiration drawn 
from the Christchurch, New 
Zealand, mosque attacks 
earlier this year. 

The El Paso massacre is 
the latest attack in which 
the gunman appears to 
have praised the March 15 
shootings in Christchurch, 
where an Australian white 
supremacist is charged 
with killing 51 worshippers 
at two mosques. 

Authorities are investigat¬ 
ing the possibility that Sat¬ 
urday’s shooting in El Paso 
was a hate crime, and 
are working to determine 
whether a racist, anti-im¬ 
migrant screed posted to 
the 8chan board shortly 
beforehand was written 
by the man arrested in the 
attack. Though he was tar¬ 
geting Latinos rather than 
Muslims, the first sentence 
of the online rant expressed 
support for the Christchurch 
shooter. 

For decades, mass shoot¬ 
ings have been viewed 
through the prism of the 
lethal 1999 attack on Col¬ 
umbine High School in 
Colorado by two of its stu¬ 
dents. Columbine acted as 
an inspiration and symbol 
for lone shooters for years 
to come. But Christchurch 


seems to be gaining ground 
as a political symbol, as 
the racist views espoused 
by the man charged with 
the killings, Brenton Tarrant, 
continue to resonate with 
white supremacists half a 
world away. 

“Christchurch was a sym¬ 
bol from the moment that 
Brenton Tarrant’s manifesto 
appeared online,” said Mi¬ 
chele Grossman, a profes¬ 
sor and research chair in 
diversity and community 
resilience at Deakin Univer¬ 
sity in Australia. 

The difference between 
Christchurch and Colum¬ 
bine — and the shootings 
each may have inspired — 
can be seen in the attacks’ 
respective targets. Gross- 
man said. The Columbine 
shootings were indiscrimi¬ 
nate: in his journal before 
the attack, shooter Eric 
Harris wrote about wanting 
to kill humanity. The Christ¬ 


church attack had a very 
specific target: Muslims. 
“Christchurch, looking at 
the manifesto, is about im¬ 
mediately an ‘us and them' 
proposition: Our lands will 
never be their lands, they 
are invading us, they’re try¬ 
ing to conquer us, and we 
have to fight back,” Gross- 
man said. 

These recent attacks, she 
says, were designed to in¬ 
cite even more violence. 
“You might say that this is 
part and parcel of an ef¬ 
fort to spearhead a revo¬ 
lutionary uprising to inspire 
people to say, ‘If I can do 
this, you can do this, too,”’ 
Grossman said. 

That concern is especially 
intense in Christchurch. 
Muti Bari was not surprised 
when word of the Texas 
massacre reached New 
Zealand. 

Bari has lived in fear of an¬ 
other attack ever since the 


Associated Press 

day at Linwood mosque 
when he hid in a bathroom 
as the gunman slaugh¬ 
tered people a few feet 
away. When the police ar¬ 
rived, Bari had to jump over 
the bodies of his fellow wor¬ 
shippers to get out. 

“The ideology exists, and 
we know that. And it’s just 
unfortunate that people 
are acting as copycats 
now," Bari said. “That’s 
a concern, obviously, for 
every Muslim living in the 
West."He added: “We feel 
it — that it can happen 
anytime, anywhere.” 

Given how high profile and 
recent the Christchurch at¬ 
tack was, it's not surprising 
that it might be referenced 
by the El Paso shooter, said 
Jacinta Carroll, director of 
national security policy at 
the Australian National Uni¬ 
versity. Terrorists, she says, 
try to justify their actions 
through references that 



build a narrative for their 
views or actions. 

Paul Spoonley, who has re¬ 
searched white suprema¬ 
cist groups in New Zealand 
and is writing a book on the 
subject, said Norway's An¬ 
ders Breivik is the mass killer 
who established the model 
for the type of attack seen 
in Christchurch. 

Breivik, a right-wing extrem¬ 
ist, killed 77 people in a 
2011 bomb-and-shooting 
rampage. Each of the re¬ 
cent attacks has similar 
elements such as a mani¬ 
festo and social-media use 
during the event, he said, 
and the actions are those 
of lone shooters with little or 
no contact with the orga¬ 
nized far right. 

On Monday, New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ard- 
ern was asked about con¬ 
cerns that the Christchurch 
attacks are starting to be 
remembered as a symbol 
for violent white nationalists 
around the world. She said 
any effort to prevent such 
spread of hate has to be a 
cooperative one. 

“What I want to make sure . 
is that we do what we can 
to create a regulatory envi¬ 
ronment where we do not 
see violent extremism, and 
violence, and terrorism cir¬ 
culated online,” she said. 
“But New Zealand can’t do 
that alone. These are inter¬ 
national platforms.” 

By posting a 74-page doc¬ 
ument on 8chan before 
the mosque attacks, the 
accused Christchurch gun¬ 
man clearly tried to ensure 
his rampage — and his use 
of a conspiracy theory that 
contends elites are plotting 
to replace whites with non¬ 
white immigrants — would 
echo widely. □ 



In this photo taken on Friday, July 26, 2019, Greta Thunberg 
stands next to Swedish parliament in Stockholm. 

Associated Press 


Major German union urges members 
to join climate protests 

Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — One of Germany’s largest unions is calling on its members to join a world¬ 
wide protest calling for action on climate change next month. 

Verdi head Frank Bsirske told the WAZ newspaper on Monday he was calling on the 
union’s 2 million members to take part in the Sept. 20 protest that’s being organized by 
the group “Fridays for Future.” 

The group, which was inspired by Swedish teen climate activist Greta Thunberg, has 
attracted thousands to its weekly protests in cities across Europe and elsewhere in the 
world over the past year. 

Many are students who skip school to join the protests. 

Bsirske says he's not calling for union members to walk off work but to join in after their 
shifts are doneO 
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AP: UN workers accused of fraud, theft in handling Yemen aid 


By MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — An Associ¬ 
ated Press investigation 
has found that more than 
a dozen United Nations aid 
workers deployed to deal 
with the humanitarian cri¬ 
sis caused by five years of 
civil war in Yemen are be¬ 
ing accused of graft—join¬ 
ing with combatants on all 
sides to enrich themselves 
from an international out¬ 
pouring of donated food, 
medicine, fuel and money. 
The AP obtained U.N. in¬ 
ternal investigative docu¬ 
ments, and interviewed 
eight aid workers and for¬ 
mer government officials. 
The upshot: internal audi¬ 
tors from the World Health 
Organization are inves¬ 
tigating allegations that 
unqualified people were 
placed in high-paying jobs, 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars were deposited in 
staffers’ personal bank ac¬ 
counts, dozens of suspi¬ 
cious contracts were ap¬ 
proved without the proper 
paperwork, and tons of do¬ 
nated medicine and fuel 
went missing. 

A second probe by an¬ 
other U.N. agency, UNICEF, 
focuses on a staffer who 
allowed a Houthi rebel 
leader to travel in agency 
vehicles, shielding him from 
potential airstrikes by the 
Saudi-led coalition. The in¬ 
dividuals who spoke to the 
AP about the investigations 
did so on condition of ano¬ 
nymity, fearing reprisals. 
Critics of such corruption 
say it threatens the interna¬ 
tional lifeline on which the 
majority of Yemen’s 30 mil¬ 
lion people rely. Last year, 
the U.N. said international 
donors pledged $2 billion 
for humanitarian efforts in 



In this Dec. 10, 2018 file photo, Yemenis take part in a protest calling for the reopening of Sanaa 
airport to receive medical aid, in front of the U.N. offices in Sanaa, Yemen. 

Associated Press 


Yemen. The main focus of 
WHO’s investigation into its 
Yemen operations is Nevio 
Zagaria, an Italian doctor, 
who was chief of the agen¬ 
cy’s Sanaa office from 2016 
until September 2018, ac¬ 
cording to three individuals 
with direct knowledge of 
the investigation. 

The only public announce¬ 
ment of the probe came in 
a sentence buried in the 37 
pages of the internal audi¬ 
tor’s 2018 annual report of 
activities worldwide. The 
report did not mention Za¬ 
garia by name. 

The report, released May 
1, found that financial and 
administrative controls in 
the Yemen office were “un¬ 
satisfactory" — its lowest 
rating — and noted hiring 
irregularities, no-competi- 
tion contracts and lack of 
monitoring over procure¬ 
ment. 

WHO spokesman Tarik 
Jasarevic confirmed to the 
AP that the investigation is 
underway. He said Zagaria 
retired in September 2018, 


but he would not confirm 
or deny that Zagaria spe¬ 
cifically was under investi¬ 
gation. 

“The Office of Internal 
Oversight Services is cur¬ 
rently investigating all con¬ 
cerns raised,” he said. “We 
must respect the confiden¬ 
tiality of this process and 
are unable go into details 
on specific concerns." 

Four current and former 
workers said the WHO’s Ye¬ 
men office under Zagaria 
was riddled with corruption 
and nepotism. 

Zagaria brought in junior 
staffers who worked with 
him in the Philippines and 
promoted them to high-sal- 
ary posts though they were 
unqualified, three individu¬ 
als said. 

Two of them — a Filipino 
university student and a 
former intern — were given 
senior posts, but their only 
role was to take care of Za- 
garia’s dog, two of the of¬ 
ficials said. 

“Incompetent staff with 
heavy salaries” under¬ 


mined the quality of work 
and monitoring of projects 
and created “many loop¬ 
holes for corruption,” a for¬ 
mer aid official said. 
Zagaria also allegedly ap¬ 
proved suspicious con¬ 
tracts signed by staffers 
with no competitive bid¬ 
ding or documentation 
for the spending. Accord¬ 
ing to internal documents, 
local firms contracted to 
provide services at WHO’s 
Aden office were later 
found to have hired WHO 
staffers’ friends and family 
and overcharged for ser¬ 
vices. The owner of one firm 
was seen handing cash to 
one staffer, the documents 
show — an apparent kick- 
back. 

Under Zagaria, aid funds 
meant to be spent during 
emergencies were also 
used with little accountabil¬ 
ity or monitoring, accord¬ 
ing to internal documents. 
Under WHO rules, aid mon¬ 
ey can be transferred di¬ 
rectly into the accounts of 
staffers, a measure meant 


to speed up the purchas¬ 
ing of goods and services 
in a crisis. The WHO says the 
arrangement is needed to 
keep operations going in 
remote areas because Ye¬ 
men’s banking sector is not 
fully functioning. 

Because they are sup¬ 
posed to be restricted to 
emergencies, there is no 
requirement that spend¬ 
ing of these direct trans¬ 
fers be itemized. Zagaria 
approved direct transfer 
of cash worth a total of $1 
million for certain staffers, 
according to internal doc¬ 
uments. But in many cases 
it was unclear how they 
spent the money. 

Zagaria did not respond 
to emailed questions from 
the AP. According to three 
people with knowledge of 
the probe, internal auditors 
at UNICEF are investigating 
Khurram Javed, a Pakistani 
national suspected of let¬ 
ting a senior Houthi official 
use an agency vehicle. 
That effectively gave the 
Houthi official protection 
from airstrikes by the Sau- 
di-led coalition fighting 
the Houthis, since UNICEF 
clears its vehicles’ move¬ 
ments with the coalition to 
ensure their safety. Officials 
say they fear the agency’s 
vehicles could be targeted 
by airstrikes if coalition forc¬ 
es believe they are being 
used to shield Houthi rebels. 
Javed was well known for 
his close ties to Houthi secu¬ 
rity agencies; he boasted 
that he used his connection 
to prevent UNICEF auditors 
from entering the country, 
a former co-worker and an 
aid official said. The Houthi 
rebels even put up a large 
billboard of him on a San¬ 
aa street, thanking him for 
his services. □ 


Morocco navy rescues 424 migrants in under a day 


Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Morocco’s 
state-run news agency says 
Moroccan navy crews res¬ 
cued 424 migrants in the 
Mediterranean Sea on Sun¬ 
day night and Monday. 

The MAP news agency re¬ 
ported that the makeshift 
boats carrying the migrants 
were in trouble when the 
rescues took place, but it 
didn’t give details. 


MAP says the rescued mi¬ 
grants included 53 women 
and 16 minors and some of 
the hundreds of passengers 
had serious health condi¬ 
tions. It wasn’t immediately 
clear where the boats were 
headed, but Morocco in¬ 
creasingly has become a 
departure point for Europe- 
bound migrants. The North 
African kingdom has ad¬ 
opted new tactics to re¬ 


duce the surge and reports 
stopping tens of thousands 
of attempted sea crossings 
to Spain so far this year. 

An Italian migrant and 
refugee program says 48 
migrants who reached 
Lampedusa Island in a fish¬ 
ing boat told authorities 
that some fellow passen¬ 
gers died at sea. 

Protestant church program 
Mediterranean Hope said 


migrants who disembarked 
on the island Monday re¬ 
ported starting their voy¬ 
age in Libya more than 
two days earlier. Mediterra¬ 
nean Hope says they didn’t 
specify how many people 
perished on the way but re¬ 
ported the dead included 
a 5-month-old baby and a 
man about the age of 30. 
The program says the mi¬ 
grants are from Ivory Coast, 


Mali and Tunisia and in¬ 
clude three pregnant 
women and six children. It 
says Many were severely 
dehydrated. 

Italy’s right-wing interior 
minister has refused to al¬ 
low nonprofit groups' res¬ 
cue ships into the country's 
ports but smugglers' boats 
carrying migrants continue 
arriving at Italy’s southern¬ 
most island on their ownO 
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Afghan official: Policeman opens fire on colleagues, kills 7 



In this July 28, 2019 file photo, Afghan security personnel secure the site of a deadly attack in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— An Afghan policeman 
in the southern province of 
Kandahar opened fire on 
his colleagues, killing seven 
other policemen before 
fleeing the scene, a provin¬ 
cial official said Monday. 
The Taliban claimed the at¬ 
tack, saying the policeman 
had joined their ranks. 

The deadly shooting is the 
latest case of so-called “in¬ 
sider attacks” when an Af¬ 
ghan policeman or soldier 

— or a Taliban insurgent 
wearing a police or military 
uniform — turns his weapon 
on Afghan forces or inter¬ 
national troops. 

Last week, two American 
soldiers were shot and killed 
by an Afghan soldier in the 
same Kandahar district. The 
attacker, who was wound¬ 
ed and taken into custody, 
was dubbed a “hero” by 
the Taliban, though the in¬ 
surgents did not claim the 
assault. 

The latest attack in Kanda¬ 
har took place Sunday, and 
the attacker fled the scene, 
said Jamal Naser Barekzai, 
a provincial spokesman. 
He added that an investi¬ 
gation is underway. Taliban 
spokesman Qari Yusouf Ah- 
madi claimed the attack 
and said the policeman 
had joined their ranks. 

In last week's attack, the 


U.S. Defense Department 
said 20-year-old Pfc. Bran¬ 
don Jay Kreischer of Stryker, 
Ohio, and 24-year-old Spc. 
Michael Isaiah Nance of 
Chicago died “as a result 
of wounds sustained in a 
combat related incident” 
in southern Afghanistan. 
Both soldiers were as¬ 
signed to the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne Division, based in 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
The Taliban also claimed 
an attack on a checkpoint 
Sunday that killed 11 secu¬ 
rity forces in northern Jaw- 
zjan province, said Faridon 


Aneeq, the provincial gov¬ 
ernor's spokesman. 

A motorcycle rigged with 
explosives killed at least 
four people and wounded 
25 Monday near a market 
in the western city of Herat, 
said Farzad Farotan, the 
spokesman for Herat prov¬ 
ince's police chief. 

Earlier, a female police of¬ 
ficer was shot dead while 
traveling through the north¬ 
ern Balkh province, said 
Adil Shah Adil, the provin¬ 
cial police chief’s spokes¬ 
man. The Taliban did not 
comment on the incident. 


Associated Press 

The Taliban now effectively 
control half the country and 
stage near-daily attacks, 
mainly targeting Afghan 
security forces and gov¬ 
ernment officials or those 
they see as siding with the 
government. Many civilians 
caught in the crossfire are 
also killed. 

Since late last year, the in¬ 
surgents have been meet¬ 
ing with U.S. envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad for talks on finding 
a peaceful resolution to the 
nearly 18-year war, Ameri¬ 
ca's longest conflict. 

After visiting Kabul and Is¬ 


lamabad for another round 
of talks, Khalilzad travelled 
last week to the Gulf Arab 
state of Qatar, where the 
Taliban maintain a political 
office, to talk to the insur¬ 
gents. The Taliban refuse to 
negotiate directly with the 
government in Kabul, con¬ 
sidering it a U.S. puppet. 
Suhail Shaheen, a Taliban 
spokesman at the Doha 
office, tweeted on Sunday 
that the Taliban and Khalil¬ 
zad “started talks today 
and the process may con¬ 
tinue for few days.” 

“If the agreement is final¬ 
ized, then all foreign troops 
will quit Afghanistan in a 
specified timeframe that 
will pave the way for di¬ 
alogue with all Afghan 
sides,” he added. 

In another development 
Monday in Afghanistan, 
the Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility for 
an explosion involving a 
bus carrying media workers 
in the capital, Kabul, the 
previous day. 

The bus driver and a pedes¬ 
trian were killed, while two 
employees of the Khurshid 
TV station and another pe¬ 
destrian were wounded, 
according to Nasrat Ra- 
himi, the Interior Ministry’s 
spokesman. Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani con¬ 
demned the attack via 
Twitter and said targeting 
the media is a war crime.O 


Car bomb collides with vehicles in Egypt capital, killing 20 



People survey the aftermath of a fiery car crash outside the 
National Cancer Institute in Cairo, Egypt, Monday, Aug. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — A car 

packed with explosives be¬ 
ing driven to carry out an 
attack collided with other 
vehicles and exploded 
in central Cairo, killing at 
least 20 people, the Inte¬ 
rior Ministry said Monday, 
the deadliest attack in the 
Egyptian capital in over 
two years. 

The blast went off Sunday 
night on the busy Corniche 
boulevard along the Nile 
River, setting other cars on 
fire and injuring at least 47. 
It damaged Egypt’s main 
cancer hospital nearby, 
shattering parts of the fa¬ 
cade and some rooms in¬ 
side, forcing the evacua¬ 
tion of dozens of patients. 
Authorities had initially said 


the explosion was caused 
by a multi-vehicle acci¬ 
dent. But later Monday, the 
Interior Ministry acknowl¬ 
edged that a car bomb 
was involved. 


It accused a militant group 
known as Hasm, which has 
links to the outlawed Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, saying 
it was moving the car to 
carry out an attack else¬ 


where. The ministry did not 
say what the intended tar¬ 
get was. The car had been 
stolen months earlier in the 
Nile Delta, it said. 

President Abdel-Fattah el- 
Sissi called it a “terrorist in¬ 
cident” in a tweet, express¬ 
ing condolences for the 
dead and vowed to “face 
and root out terrorism." 

The attack is the deadli¬ 
est in Cairo since a bomb¬ 
ing at a chapel adjacent 
to Egypt’s main Coptic 
Christian cathedral killed 
30 people during Sunday 
Mass in December 2016. 
That attack was claimed 
by Egypt's affiliate of the 
Islamic State group. 

Smaller bombings, usually 
by roadside devices, have 
taken place more often, 
targeting security forces 


and in two cases tourists 
near the Pyramids. Car 
bombs, however, have 
been far rarer in the capi¬ 
tal. For years, Egypt has 
battled Islamic militants, 
led by an IS affiliate, in the 
Sinai Peninsula. That insur¬ 
gency has at times spilled 
over into other parts of the 
country. Militant attacks 
increased after el-Sissi, as 
defence minister, led the 
military’s 2013 ouster of 
then-President Moham¬ 
med Morsi, a Brotherhood 
leader, after massive pro¬ 
tests against his rule. Since 
then, the government has 
waged a major crackdown 
on the Brotherhood, ban¬ 
ning it and declaring it a 
terrorist organization. Morsi 
collapsed and died in a 
Cairo courtroom in June. □ 
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Putin urges arms talks with US after nuclear pact demise 



Russian President Vladimir Putin listens during a meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Friday, 
Aug. 2, 2019. 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said Monday that Russia will 
only deploy new intermedi¬ 
ate-range missiles if the U.S. 
does, following the demise 
of a key nuclear pact, and 
called for urgent arms con¬ 
trol talks to prevent a cha¬ 
otic arms race. 

Putin issued his statement 
after the 1987 Intermedi¬ 
ate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty came to an end Fri¬ 
day with the U.S. announc¬ 
ing its intention to test and 
deploy weapons previ¬ 
ously banned by the treaty. 
Washington said its with¬ 
drawal had been caused 
by Russian violations of the 
pact, the claim that Russia 
has denied. 

Putin condemned the U.S. 
exit from the treaty “in a 
unilateral way and under a 
far-fetched reason,” saying 
that it “seriously exacerbat¬ 
ed the situation in the world 
and raised fundamental 
risks for all." 


He said in a statement that 
Russia will carefully monitor 
Washington's actions and 
respond in kind if it sees that 
the U.S. is developing and 
deploying new intermedi¬ 
ate-range missiles. 

The INF Treaty, which was 


signed by U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
banned the production, 
testing and deployment of 
land-based cruise and bal¬ 
listic missiles with a range of 
500 to 5,500 kilometers (310 


Associated Press 

to 3,410 miles). Such weap¬ 
ons were seen as particu¬ 
larly destabilizing because 
of shorter time they take to 
reach targets compared 
to intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, raising the likeli¬ 
hood of a nuclear conflict 


over a false launch alert. 

“If we receive reliable in¬ 
formation that the U.S. has 
completed the develop¬ 
ment and launched pro¬ 
duction of the relevant 
systems, Russia will have to 
engage in full-scale devel¬ 
opment of similar missiles," 
Putin said. 

The U.S. has accused Rus¬ 
sia of developing and de¬ 
ploying a cruise missile that 
violated provisions of the 
pact. Russia has denied the 
breach, and, in its turn, ac¬ 
cused the U.S. of violations. 
Putin noted that Russia for 
now will rely on its existing 
air-launched X-101 and Kin- 
zhal missiles and the Kalibr 
missiles carried by subma¬ 
rines and navy ships, as well 
as prospective weapons, 
including the Zircon hyper¬ 
sonic missiles, to ensure its 
security. 

He also reaffirmed Mos¬ 
cow’s earlier pledge not to 
deploy intermediate-range 
weapons until the U.S. 
places them near Russia's 
borders. □ 


US, South Korea prepare military drills despite North’s ire 


By KIMTONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Korea and the Unit¬ 
ed States are preparing to 
hold their annual joint mili¬ 
tary exercises despite warn¬ 
ings from North Korea that 
the drills could derail fragile 
nuclear diplomacy, Seoul’s 
military said Monday. 

Choi Hyun-soo, spokes¬ 
woman of Seoul’s Defense 
Ministry, said the exercises 
will be focused on verify¬ 
ing Seoul's capabilities for 
its planned retaking of war¬ 


time operational control 
of its troops from Washing¬ 
ton. She did not confirm or 
deny reports that the drills, 
which are expected to be 
computer simulated and 
not involve actual combat 
troops and equipment, be¬ 
gan on Monday. 

North Korea recently has 
been ramping up its weap¬ 
ons tests, including two test 
firings of what it described 
as a new rocket artillery 
system last week, while ex¬ 
pressing frustration over the 
continuance of U.S.-South 


Korea drills it sees as an in¬ 
vasion rehearsal and also 
the slow pace of nuclear 
negotiations with the Unit¬ 
ed States. North Korea had 
said it will wait to see if the 
August exercises actually 
take place to decide on 
the fate of its diplomacy 
with the United States and 
also whether to continue 
its unilateral suspension of 
nuclear and long-range 
missile tests, which leader 
Kim Jong Un announced 
last year amid a diplomatic 
outreach to WashingtonO 



Protesters hold up placards to oppose planned joint military 
exercises between South Korea and the United States near the 
U.S. embassy in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Aug. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Puerto Ricans await court decision on potential new governor 



Pedro Pierluisi, sworn in as Puerto Rico’s governor, smiles during a press conference in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, Friday, Aug. 2, 2019. 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A Puerto Rico court 
could have the final say on 
who should lead the U.S. 
territory after the island’s 
Senate filed a lawsuit seek¬ 
ing to oust a veteran poli¬ 
tician recently sworn in as 
the island’s governor. 

The Superior Court of San 
Juan is scheduled to hold a 
hearing early Monday eve¬ 
ning as Puerto Ricans who 
successfully ousted the pre¬ 
vious governor from office 
following nearly two weeks 
of popular protests await 
yet another twist in what is 
a deepening constitutional 
crisis. 

However, there's a chance 
that hearing might not 
even happen. The Senate 
at the last minute asked 
the Supreme Court to take 
up the case, although that 
court has not yet respond¬ 
ed. 

The lawsuit seeks a pre¬ 
liminary injunction order¬ 
ing Pedro Pierluisi to cease 
his functions immediately 
and also asks that the court 
declare unconstitutional 
a 2005 law that states a 
secretary of state does not 
have to be approved by 
both House and Senate if 
he has to step in as gover¬ 
nor. 

“We are a people of LAW 
and ORDER,” Senate Presi¬ 
dent Thomas Rivera Schatz 
wrote in a Facebook post. 
“There is no circumstance 
that places someone 
above the Law.” 

Pierluisi was named sec¬ 


retary of stafe, the next in 
line to be governor, in a 
recess appointment last 
week. The island’s House of 
Representatives then con¬ 
firmed him to the position in 
a 26-to-21 vote on Friday, a 
move he argues makes him 
the replacement for Gov. 
Ricardo Rossello. 

However, the Senate had 
not yet voted on the ap¬ 
pointment, and it was ex¬ 
pected to do so Monday 
afternoon. 

Pierluisi said in a statement 
that there is no time to lose. 
“Although it is regrettable 
that this matter has to be 
elucidated in our courts, I 
hope that it will be treated 
with the greatest urgency 
and diligence for the good 
of the people of Puerto 
Rico,” he said. 


Rossello formally resigned 
on Aug. 2 following nearly 
two weeks of popular pro¬ 
tests amid anger over cor¬ 
ruption, mismanagement 
of funds and a leaked ob¬ 
scenity-laced chat in which 
he and 11 other men made 
fun of women, gay people 
and victims of Hurricane 
Maria, among others. 
Puerto Rico's constitution 
says the secretary of state 
takes over if the gover¬ 
nor steps down, and one 
amendment states that ev¬ 
eryone in line to become 
governor has to be con¬ 
firmed by both the House 
and Senate, except for the 
secretary of state. Legal 
experts, however, ques¬ 
tion the amendment's va¬ 
lidity and believe Pierluisi 
must be confirmed by both 


Associated Press 

chambers because the 
amendment contradicts 
the intent of the constitu¬ 
tion and its statement of 
motives. 

Pierluisi has said the up¬ 
coming Senate vote is a 
moot point because he al¬ 
ready is governor, but then 
on Monday he issued a 
statement saying he would 
respect the outcome of 
their vote. 

“The only thing I ask of 
Senators is that before they 
make a decision they listen 
to the people, to whom we 
are indebted,” he said. 

If the Senate votes against 
his appointment as secre¬ 
tary of state, Pierluisi has 
said he would step down 
and hand the governorship 
to the justice secretary, the 
next in line under the con¬ 


stitution. Further complicat¬ 
ing the situation was a law¬ 
suit filed Monday in Puerto 
Rico’s Supreme Court by 
Carmen Yulin Cruz, mayor 
of the Puerto Rican capi¬ 
tal of San Juan. The lawsuit 
questions whether Pierluisi 
had the right to be sworn in 
on Friday. 

The crisis could now drag 
on for days or even weeks, 
with legal experts saying 
Puerto Rico’s Supreme 
Court will likely issue the fi¬ 
nal decision if the Senate 
does not approve of Pierlu¬ 
isi as secretary of state and 
he declines to relinquish his 
position. A well-respected 
attorneys’ organization has 
accused Pierluisi of “hijack¬ 
ing” the constitution. 

Those who oppose Pierluisi 
said having him as gover¬ 
nor represents a serious 
conflict of interest because 
he worked for a firm that 
represented a federal con¬ 
trol board overseeing the 
island’s finances amid a 13- 
year recession. 

During his public hearing 
on Friday, Pierluisi said he 
is against several auster¬ 
ity measures sought by the 
board as Puerto Rico strug¬ 
gles to recover from Hurri¬ 
cane Maria, including lay¬ 
ing off public employees 
and eliminating a Christ¬ 
mas bonus. But Pierluisi’s 
brother-in-law is chairman 
of the board that Con¬ 
gress created to oversee 
the restructuring of some 
of the more than $70 billion 
in public debt after Puerto 
Rico declared a form of 
bankruptcy. Q 



This photo released by the Rio de Janeiro Penitentiary 
Administration Secretariat, shows the mask, wig and women's 
clothing that was used by a man authorities identify as jailed 
Brazilian drug trafficker Clauvino da Silva, alias “Baixinho,” 
which means “Shorty,” in an attempt to escape from jail in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Brazil gang leader dresses up as 
daughter in jail escape bid 


Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A 

Brazilian gang leader tried 
to escape from prison by 
dressing up as his daugh¬ 
ter when she visited him 
behind bars and walking 
out the penitentiary's main 
door in her place, authori¬ 
ties said Sunday. 

But prison officials said the 
nervousness displayed by 
Clauvino da Silva, also 
known as “Shorty,” as he 
tried to leave the prison in 
the western part of Rio de 
Janeiro dressed as a wom¬ 


an gave him away. 

His plan was apparently 
to leave his 19-year-old 
daughter inside the jail. Po¬ 
lice are looking into her pos¬ 
sible role as an accomplice 
in Saturday’s failed escape 
attempt from Gericino pris¬ 
on. Rio's State Secretary 
of Prison Administration re¬ 
leased photos showing da 
Silva in a silicon girl’s mask 
and long dark-haired wig, 
wearing tight jeans and a 
pink shirt with a cartoon im¬ 
age of donuts. They also re¬ 
leased a video in which da 


Silva can be seen removing 
the mask and some of the 
clothes, and saying his full 
name. 

Authorities say da Silva was 
part of the leadership of 
the Red Command, one of 
the most powerful criminal 
groups in Brazil that con¬ 
trolled drug trafficking in a 
large part of Rio. 

After the failed escape bid, 
da Silva was transferred to 
a unit of a maximum-secu¬ 
rity prison and will face dis¬ 
ciplinary sanctions, officials 
said.Q 
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the boat was here to work as a hostess. That was me.” 
During the day she sailed with tourists, and in the eve¬ 
nings she took care of the captain and the crew. “I was 
the only woman on board."Every day, except Monday 
Mama Jean was free. “The directors and their family had 
become my family. Their kids are like my kids. From the 
beginning they took me in, so I never felt lonely. This I 
will never forget in my life.” No matter what phase she 
went through in her life, she always stayed connected 
to Pelican Adventures. Now, at Casa del Mar she feels 
great, she is doing what she loves, but she has been in a 
different game before. “In this world sometimes survival 
is a game, and you cannot doubt and learn to adapt to 
the circumstances.” □ 


Mama Jean is Taking Care of You 



6989 /del mm* 


Juan E. Irausquin Boulevard 51 
Oranjestad, Aruba 


EAGLE BEACH — Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare offers you paradise: an 
oceanfront location on the white-sands of Eagle Beach, the amazing aquamarine 
Caribbean ocean, wonderfully luxurious oceanfront, or poolside timesharing suites 
with a world of amenities like a spa, restaurants, and a fitness center. To arrange 
for dinners, tours or boat trips they have a wonderful lady in the house: meet Joan 
Patricia Clarke or Mama Jean. 

Mama Jean is taking care of you. It could be a slogan for a commercial, but actu¬ 
ally that is the feeling she gives you. The concierge of Casa del Mar Beach Resort 
has quite some experience built up in the past, and she is a calm presence, knowl¬ 
edgeable in actions. Do you need a dinner reservation? Mama Jean knows where 
to go. In for a tube ride, banana boat ride or scuba diving? Mama Jean has the an¬ 
swer. Just want to relax on a catamaran and enjoy the amazing sun set of Aruba? 
Mama Jean will sign you up for the exclusive cruise for the resort's guests. There is 
much more, but you will need to stop by her desk and hear her out. 

The Right Match 

“About five years ago we started the collaboration with Pelican Adventures here at 
Casa del Mar. I am their representative for all the activities they offer, and besides 
of that I arrange for dinner reservations,” Mama Jean says. She is a kind of “human 
information booth,” she needs to make sure she has the answer to requests for lei¬ 
sure activities. “And if I don’t I will make sure to find out.” Important is to create the 
right match. “Sometimes guests want to book an activity that is not really thought 
through. By informing them properly they will be able to make the right decision. If 
it is your first time in the island, you may prefer a tour instead of private rental. But if 
you are a repeater you may know the island better than me, and take a ride your¬ 
self,” she laughs. She needs to know what’s going on in the island. “You have to do 
the extra work. We work very closely with other concierges of hotels as well. I read 
the newspapers, Google and learn from the guests." Apart from the water sports; 
island tours; sunset and snorkeling tours; horseback riding; UTV's and ATV's tours; bus 
tours and jeep tours the Casa del Mar provides an extra service at the airport with 
preparing the boarding passes in advance to gain clearance. 

Mama Jean loves people which are why she does this job. “The smile on their faces 
when you think you have done a good job gives so much satisfaction. I want to live 
up to the expectation. You need to feel people. In every walk of life you find dif¬ 
ferent people, and that is challenging. Here at Casa del Mar we have guests that 
come in for 40 years already, and you know their kids who hug you when they see 
you. There is a strong connection.” 


T + 297 582 7000 





Jean's Journey 

When she was 30, she arrived from Jamaica by boat. “The Pelican Adventures at 
that time Pelican Watersports brought a schooner to Aruba and they were look¬ 
ing for someone to come up sail the boat, and take care of the crew. And once 


Casa del Mar would like to welcome 
you to their family of owners with suits 
available for sale or rental year round. 































Oran estad just celebrated its 195 in 


Just over seventeen hundred people lived on Aruba in 1816. Trade with 
the Gulf of Maracaibo was a transit-trade; shipments were received from 
Curacao merchants and return-cargoes consisting of dye-wood and 
goatskins were sent there. Eight merchants and eight shopkeepers reside 
on our island, as well as 78 sailors. Fishing was only carried on in “canoes”. 
Of the 319 persons whose calling was known 194 were planters. There must 
have been a moderate prosperity, since two goldsmiths found occupation 
here. 



Pic. 1. Oranjestad at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

An inventory of fort Zoutman makes it very clear that government -property was 
in a sadly neglected condition, “two benches, two tables, two iron pots, four 
halivats (an Aruban measure, half vat about 8 gallons), two water-casks, a sol¬ 
diers’ quarters, 17 workable and defective muskets, and 20 cartridge-pouches. 
With regards to private houses nothing was reported. The garden of “bakkoval” 
and Fontein according to old usage served as “special allowance” for the com¬ 
mander. 

All the soil belonged to the government, but Aruba was not classed as a gov¬ 
ernment plantation like Bonaire. However, those cultivating the little gardens 
or cunucus did not pay leases. Rates were not levied, but every inhabitant was 
obliged to work two days a week for the government, a kind of statute labor. It 
was possible, however, to have oneself replaced by a slave. Tree native could 
together send one permanent slave. 



Pis. 3 the salt pan at Rancho today a flea market opposite the 
gasoline station at the harbor 


total oblivion Episode XXIX 



Pic. 1. Oranjestad at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

When more people got an opportunity to settle here the feudal 
laws maintained by the Dutch West India Company until 1791, 
which had been left intact by the government afterwards, could 
no longer be kept up. In 1823 the whole of Aruba was still regarded 
as crown-land. In that year the residents were permitted to obtain 
the ownership of the land they had received as concessionaries by 
purchase. The gold -finds of 1824 as well made further provisions 
necessary. They came in 1829: the colonial administration main¬ 
tained its rights to the gold, but would give compensation. Under 
Governor Reinier F.Baron Van Raders the last traces of feudal law 
on Aruba were obliterated in 1841, and replaced by proprietary 
rights, a measure receiving renewed official sanction in 1924. Ow¬ 
ing to the conditions prevailing under the Company’s sway and 
their development until the time of Van Raders, the growth of large 
holdings was impossible on our island. In this Aruba differs from the 
other islands, a difference emphasized by its social consequences. 
A man who has a holding of his own also wants his own house. 
During the first fifteen years after Aruba had been handed over to 
the Dutch again about a thousand new residents settled on the 
island. Most newcomers were traders establishing themselves “on 
the Bay”. In the Commander's Journal of 1 st October 1822 we read: 
“Since from time to time requests have been handed to us for per¬ 
mission to construct houses on Horses’ Bay in the island of Aruba, 
it does not seem improbable that after some years a regular vil¬ 
lage will occupy the above site. And because it is necessary for 
some order and system to be introduced in placing these houses, 
so that they shall not be built at random in a disorderly and scat¬ 
tered manner, but shall on the contrary be constructed in rows so 
as to facilitate the making of streets and roads, in which manner 
a proper village may be founded, we have deemed fit to make 
known our above observations to the commander of the island 
of Aruba by copy of this letter, enjoining him to see to it that our 
intention is complied with and to take due care that the sites for 
the building of the houses will be selected after proper deliberation 
and assigned to those who shall have obtained our permission”. 

Continued on Page 15 


Discover an Aruba that nobody else can share with you while tak¬ 
ing your experience home with you. Our renowned indigenous and 
educative session has been entertaining curious participants for de¬ 
cades. Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com and participate in an 
authentic Aruban experience. Participate at our facilities are close 
to the high rise hotels. 
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Oran estad just celebrated its 195 in total oblivion Episode xxix 


Continued from Page 14 

In 1822, therefore, it is already fore¬ 
seen that “on the Bay”, as the name¬ 
less spot was still styled, a regular vil¬ 
lage will arise. People were coming to 
live there, and apparently built their 
houses anyhow all round the water. 
On 16th February 1927 Commander 
Simon Plats writes to Governor Paulus 
R. Cantz’laar that the extension of the 
village and the difficulty resulting from 
this for the ward-ad district-masters to 
fulfil their duties had given rise to a di¬ 
vision of the little place into two sec¬ 
tions by means of a street running al¬ 
most due north and south. 

Plats next informs Cantz’laar: “In con¬ 
sequence of this division I have, on 
the strength of art.525 regarding the 
commander of Aruba, appointed 
as warden of the east section of De 
Oranjestad, Corn. Raven, inhabitant 
of same, and as warden of the west 
section Pieter Wuurman (name hardly 
legible), also residing in the part of the 
town coming under his supervision”. 
So in February of 1827 the “village” on 
Horse’s Bay bore the name. 

Now during one of many visits to Aru¬ 
ba, of Governor Cantz’laar, when this 



Pic. 4. Mainstreet Oranjestad in the beginning of last century. 


dignitary proposed a toast to “the prosperity of the 
Horses Bay" Those at the table observed that the vil¬ 
lage that came in to being had no name. Cantz’laar 
had the idea to honor our King Willem I, however this 
would not do, for there was already a Willemstad, 
on Curagao. Then Jacob Thielen I stood up and 


proposed Oranjestad (Orange city) as a solution. 
The name Oranjestad came to be on a Tuesday, 
the third of August 1824. Hardly the name had been 
heard by those preset when they all broke out into 
cheers and cries of, “Long live the Oranjestad! May 
it grow and thriveO 
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NEW at Solanio, The Ritz-Carlton: 

Pizza Plus Italian Delight 


The traditional Margherita; the tropical Hawaiian; the fancy Prosciutto; the ma¬ 
cho Meat Lover’s, the healthy Veggie, the fine Funghi and the cool Burger pizza 
are ready for you to be explored, all priced between $20 to $26. Gluten-free and 
vegan are an optional too. The Ritz-Carlton never goes standard, so in this case, 
offering a gourmet pizza means the dough is just tasting better, the sauces make a 
difference and the toppings have a pure, and solid flavor. This is not your ordinary 
pizza; this is a Godfather's delight. 


lunch that is still wallet-friendly, and no need to say this, 
but for the kids, this is the bomb. “We introduced the piz¬ 
zas because of high demand from our guests and it really 
turns out great. Families love it. Also locals discovered our 
new menu and come for example before playing their 
Sunday Bingo at the casino.”□ 


PALM BEACH — The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba tops with their Italian restaurant Solanio 
with a casual trattoria ambiance and an elegant, yet cozy setting but most im¬ 
portantly delicious Italian cuisine. Added to this gastronomy from Southern Europe 
cuisine is the unforgettable pizza. Because of high demand this savory dish that 
is originally from Napoli, is new on the lunch menu and comes to your table be¬ 
tween noon and 2 pm daily in optima forma. 


Pizza Pick 

The pie man behind the scenes is Aruban Anthony Koolman, responsible for the 
fact that you will be back once you tasted his pizza delight. It is like the classic line, 
“I’m gonna make you an offer; you cannot refuse.” “We make our own dough 
resulting in a semi-focaccia with honey and olive oil. The trick is, not to use too 
much in order to create this crispy crust. Then it goes for six to eight minutes in a 
wood fired oven on a temperature of 450-475 degrees Fahrenheit." He continues 
explaining the fresh ingredients that are used, and the authentic Italian toppings. 
“You have the choice to add some fresh Parmesan cheese or three home-made 
infused oils." The concept is ideal whenever you're craving a quick, great-tasting 
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The Ritz-Carlton, Solanio 
L. G. Smith Boulevard #107 
Palm Beach, Aruba 
T: (297) 527-2222 

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/ 
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Zheng Saisai, of China, holds 
up the winner’s trophy after 
defeating Aryna Sabalenka, 
of Belarus, during the finals of 
the Mubadala Silicon Valley 
Classic tennis tournament in 
San Jose, Calif., Sunday, Aug. 
4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


China’s 

Zheng 

Saisai 

captures 1 st 
singles title 
at San Jose 

By JANIE McCAULEY 

AP Sports Writer 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 

Zheng Saisai kept sending 
back those big, looping 
groundstrokes and digging 
balls from every corner to 
keep points alive as Aryna 
Sabalenka became more 
and more frustrated not 
to be thriving in her typical 
power game. 

Zheng of China stayed 
steady and patient to cap¬ 
ture her first career singles 
title, beating Belarusian Sa¬ 
balenka 6-3, 7-6 (3) in the 
Mubadala Silicon Valley 
Classic on Sunday. 

“It brings out so much con¬ 
fidence,” Zheng said. “I 
wasn't winning and this 
week I beat many seeds. 
This gives me confidence 
but still I’m just going to 
play my tennis.” 
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In this Nov. 6, 2009, file photo, a fan holds a sign referring to Philadelphia Phillies pitcher Pedro Martinez, who was the losing pitcher 
in Game 6 of the World Series, during a ticker-tape parade along Broadway celebrating the New York Yankees 27th World Series 
championship, in New York. 


Continued on Page 20 
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Nick Kyrgios chalks up Washington title to his ‘new path’ 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Nick 
Kyrgios dealt with back, 
knee and forearm issues 
during the Citi Open. Be¬ 
tween doubles and singles, 
he played every day, all 
week. He saved a match 
point. He beat a pair of 
top-10 opponents, the men 
seeded No. 1 and No. 3 at 
the hard-court tournament. 
In the end, he won the title, 
the sixth of his enigmatic 
career, one filled with big 
victories against the Big 
Three, yes, but also fines 
and controversy and a pro¬ 
bationary period and so 
many ups and downs for a 
guy who is sfill just 24. 

And then, after beating 
Daniil Medvedev 7-6 (6), 
7-6 (4) in Sunday’s final of 
a hard-courf fournamenf 
that serves as a tuneup 
for the U.S. Open, Kyrgios 
talked about how he’s a 
changed man. 

“I just wanted to clean my¬ 
self up and have healthier 
habits," Kyrgios said, using 
his fingers to signal quota¬ 
tion marks around “clean.” 
“It’s only the beginning,” 
he added, “and it showed 
this week by winning this 
tournament.” 

He spoke over and over 
about how proud he was 

— not so much about the 
way he played tennis to 
earn a trophy, but the way 
he lived his life when he 
wasn't playing. 

“I had the same routine 
every day. And I just felt 

— I felt actually like a tra¬ 
ditional tennis player this 
week,” said Kyrgios, who 
most certainly is not the sort 
who generally would be 
described that way. 
Whether or not that will 



Nick Kyrgios, of Australia, reacts after defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in a final match at the Citi Open tennis tournament, 
Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in Washington. 


become a regular occur¬ 
rence for the Australian re¬ 
mains to be seen, of course. 
He said so himself. 

“I feel like I’ve made major 
strides,” Kyrgios said. “I’m 
just going to take it one 
day at a time and hope¬ 
fully I can continue on 
this new path.” This was a 
guy, though, who joked 
about hanging out at a 
local pub during Wimble¬ 
don last month — including 
the night before his much- 
hyped match against Ra¬ 
fael Nadal, which turned 
out to be a loss. 

“I just had a lot of unhealthy 
habits,” Kyrgios said, “and 
it was starting to show on 
the tennis court.... It wasn’t 


healthy. So I just needed to 
change a lot of things.” 
Asked at his news confer¬ 
ence before 9 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day night how he would 
celebrate his champion¬ 
ship, Kyrgios shrugged, said 
he probably wouldn’t be¬ 
cause it was “really late" 
and so he would head to 
his hotel and get ready to 
fly to Montreal on Monday 
for his nexf tournament. 
“Just looking back at some 
of the places I’ve been in 
the last six months, it’s cra¬ 
zy to think how much I’ve 
turned it around,” Kyrgios 
said. “I’ve just been work¬ 
ing really hard on and off 
the court to try and be 
better as a person and as 


a tennis player.” He came 
into the Citi Open ranked 
52nd — and left with his 
ranking back inside the top 
30 for fhe first time in nearly 
a year. For someone who 
has been as high as No. 
13, and someone who in¬ 
sists he doesn't care about 
rankings, that might not 
sound like a big deal. 

But in this case, with the 
year's last Grand Slam 
tournament beginning in 
Flushing Meadows in three 
weeks, it means Kyrgios 
would be one of the 32 
seeded men, allowing him 
to avoid meeting anoth¬ 
er seeded player until no 
sooner than the third round. 
Also makes it less likely he’d 


Associated Press 

get a first-week matchup 
at the U.S. Open against a 
Nadal or a Roger Federer 
ora Novak Djokovic. 

Not that Kyrgios is intimidat¬ 
ed by that sort of matchup. 
He’s beaten all of fhem, 
and says frequently he 
knows he can beat anyone 
out there on a good day. 
The thing with Kyrgios is that 
he does not always seem 
to be at his best, for one 
reason or another. 

Even Medvedev refer¬ 
enced that reputation af¬ 
ter seeing Kyrgios rebound 
from back spasms that had 
him laying on the court for 
a massage during a medi¬ 
cal timeout after Sunday's 
opening set. Q 


Sun run winning streak to 7, beating Liberty 94-79 


By The Associated Press 

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) — Courtney Williams scored a season-high 28 
points and the Connecticut Sun won their seventh consecutive game, 
beating the New York Liberty 94-79 on Sunday. 

Alyssa Thomas added 16 points, and Jonquel Jones had 14 points, 10 
rebounds and five steals for the Sun (16-6). 

Tina Charles led New York New York (8-13) with 20 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds. The Liberty have lost five of their past six games. 

MERCURY 103, MYSTICS 82 

PHOENIX (AP) — Brittney Griner had 26 points, nine rebounds, a career- 
high eight assists and four blocks to help Phoenix beat Washington. 
Leilani Mitchell made five 3-poinfers and finished wifh 23 points, and 


Yvonne Turner, who hit 4 of 5 from behind the arc, added a career-high 
22 points for Phoenix (11-10). 

Elena Delle Donne and Emma Meesseman scored 18 points apiece for 
the Mystics (14-7). They had won five in a row. 

SPARKS 83, STORM 75 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Candace Parker scored a season-high 21 points, 
Nneka Ogwumike added 13 points, 10 rebounds and three steals and 
Los Angeles beat Seattle. 

Maria Vadeeva, a 20-year old who missed two-plus months because of 
international duty for Russia and a knee injury, scored 14 points, for the 
Sparks (13-8). Sami Whitcomb and Alysha Clark each had 16 points for 
Seattle (12-11). The Storm have lost three straight.□ 
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Pedro Martinez still baseball's daddy years after retirement 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Pedro Mar¬ 
tinez had signed his autograph 
on the sweet spot of the baseball 
when he grabbed it by the seams 
and pointed out that his middle 
and pointer fingers should not have 
been touching on the ball. The Hall 
of Fame pitcher used the demon¬ 
stration to show why he believes 
the balls are too tight since he last 
pitched in 2009, and thus easier for 
batters to hit home runs. 

“I’ve seen a lot of homers that 
shouldn’t be homers," Martinez 
said. 

Martinez squeezed his name and 
Hall of Fame year (2015) and uni¬ 
form number (45) between the 
seams on the ball and used the 
tight fit to further prove his case 
that the ball is juiced. 

“For those of you that doubt it, that 
don't know it, look how small my 
signature needs to be,” he said. 
“Some of the skinniest fingers. If I 
wanf to throw a two-seam fastball, 
there's no way I can get my two 
fingers in there and not touch the 
seams over there.” 

Martinez has joined the chorus of 
former and current pitchers — no¬ 
tably Houston’s Justin Verlander, 
who complained during the All-Star 
break that the balls were juiced — 
who believe baseball has turned 
into a home run derby. There have 
been 4,635 homers hit entering 
Monday’s games and players go¬ 
ing deep multiple times in a game 
has become quite common — 
Colorado’s Nolan Arenado and 
San Francisco’s Donovan Solano 
did it Sunday, marking 21 straight 
days at least one player has had a 
two-homer game. 

Watching from a suite, Martinez 
saw three players from the White 
Sox go deep against Philadelphia 
on a day the 2009 NL champions 
were honored. Martinez was a 
late-season pickup in 2009 and 
went 5-1 down the stretch to lead 
the Phillies to their second straight 
World Series appearance. The Phil¬ 
lies lost to the New York Yankees in 
six games and Martinez went 0-2 in 
two starts against the Yankees with 
a 6.30 ERA — but has long said he 
was sick during his Game 6 start 
at Yankee Stadium and always 
wished he could have that one 
back. 

Martinez, who turned to baseball 
studio work in retirement, said it 
was more than an asthma attack 
in the middle of the game that af¬ 
fected his performance. Martinez, 
who finished with a 219-100 record 
and a 2.93 ERA over his 18-year ca¬ 
reer, said the Phillies battled swine 


flu during the series. 

There was a swine flu pandemic in 
2009 in the United States. Swine flu 
doesn't usually infect humans, but 
human infections were reported. 

“It wasn't told, but most of us were 
sick," Martinez said. “Some of the 
guys were under the swine flu. 
Some of them had to be a little 
bit away. I caught some it. I didn’t 
know I caught some of the virus. 
We would just never say it.” 
Martinez struck out 3,154 batters 
and walked 760 in 2,827 1/3 in¬ 
nings with the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers, Montreal Expos, Boston Red 
Sox, New York Mets and Phillies. He 
twice won 20 games, twice struck 
out more than 300 batters and 
twice posted an ERA below 2.00. 
He was an eight-time All-Star, and 


five times he led the major leagues 
in ERA. 

A three-time Cy Young Award win¬ 
ner who anchored the staff that 
helped the Red Sox win the 2004 
World Series, Martinez had a fa¬ 
mous quote still echoes in base¬ 
ball to this day. He once said of 
Boston’s hated rival in the AL East, 
“Just tip my hat and call the Yan¬ 
kees my daddy.” 

The chant popped up Sunday 
night in New York after the Yankees 
pounded David Price in a 7-4 vic¬ 
tory that sent the defending World 
Series champion Red Sox to their 
eighth consecutive defeat. The 
rollicking sellout crowd of 47,267 
gave a struggling Price the Marti¬ 
nez treatment, chanting “Who's 
your daddy?” during his latest flop 


at Yankee Stadium. 

Martinez chuckled as he said Yan¬ 
kees fans still yell at him on the 
street, “Who's your daddy?" 

The 47-year-old Martinez never 
pitched again after 2009, though 
he said former Phillies general 
manager Ruben Amaro Jr. had 
promised to bring him back for a 
final season. 

“I made a mistake by kicking ev¬ 
erybody aside to wait for this team 
and then it didn’t happen,” Marti¬ 
nez said in the dugout. “I was actu¬ 
ally told by Ruben that they were 
going to go after me so I told the 
other teams, no. Wait. The call nev¬ 
er came. I had three teams in mind 
that I wanted to play for or else I 
wasn't going to go. Philadelphia 
was No. 1 



In this Nov. 4, 2009, file photo, Philadelphia Phillies' Pedro Martinez looks at his ball after giving up a two-run home run to 
New York Yankees' Hideki Matsui during the second inning of Game 6 of the Major League Baseball World Series in New 
York. 

Associated Press 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 1 2 . Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


San Jose 


Zheng Saisai, of China, returns the ball to Aryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, during the finals of the 
Mubadala Silicon Valley Classic tennis tournament in San Jose, Calif., Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 


Continued from Page 17 

Zheng, who is ranked 55th 
and played one more 
match than Sabalenka to 
reach Sunday’s champion¬ 
ship, topped three seeded 
players on the way to her 
second career final and 
then another for her first 
victory at age 25. She was 
runner-up at Nanchang 
last year.With her big top- 
spin shots landing deep 
and the defensive ability to 
chase down balls all over 
the court, Zheng flustered 
opponents all week with 
her consistency and level¬ 
headed play — and the 
emotional Sabalenka was 
no different. 

Not that Zheng was pay¬ 
ing attention to her oppo¬ 
nent's outbursts, saying she 
stayed focused on her own 
game plan. 

“The tactic is put the ball 
deep and whenever I see 
a space let her run and 
change if I can flies or high 
balls because if I give her 
the same pace, the same 


ball, she will hit winners on 
any corner, so I was just 
trying to mix it up,” Zheng 
said. 

Sabalenka threw her rack¬ 
et after double-faulting 
on the first match point, 
slammed her racket to the 
court following another 
mistake and also hit it on 
the net in frustration in an 
afternoon of unforced er¬ 
rors after the 21-year-old 
missed on a fourth career 
title. 

The second-seeded Sa¬ 
balenka, who lost in the first 
round of qualifying here in 
2018, rode her powerful first 
serve to reach to her sev¬ 
enth final and is projected 
to match her career-high 
ranking of ninth. 

“I couldn’t do anything to¬ 
day with myself. I couldn’t 
control my emotions. I was 
screaming some (stuff), I 
was throwing the rackets,” 
she said. Her game 
destroyed me because I 
couldn’t use my power. I 
wasn’t ready for that.” 
Zheng's victory could pro¬ 


pel her to No. 38 — match¬ 
ing her career best — when 
Monday's new singles rank¬ 
ings are released. 

The two met once previ¬ 
ously, with Zheng winning 
in straight sets on the ITF cir¬ 
cuit in 2017. Each woman 


had played one three-set 
match this week. 

They even wore matching 
Nike outfits for the final of 
dark skirts and a gold tank. 
For Sabalenka, the loss will 
provide lessons in how to 
be more mentally tough. 


She noted, “I want to be 
like Serena on the court.” 

“I expect better tennis than 
I played today,” she said. “I 
just need to be calm on the 
court and just play my ten¬ 
nis and don’t care about 
anything else.”Q 
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Shane Bieber pitches Indians past Angels 6-2 


By The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Shane 
Bieber became the first 
pitcher this season to throw 
three complete games, 
leading the Cleveland In¬ 
dians over the Los Angeles 
Angels 6-2 Sunday for a 
three-game sweep. 

Bieber (11-4) allowed five 
hifs, struck out eight and 
walked none. Bieber, the 
All-Star Game MVP, is 9-2 in 
his last 15 starts. 

Cleveland is 37-15 since 
June 4, the best record in 
the major leagues in that 
span. After trailing by as 
many as 11 'A games in ear¬ 
ly June, the Indians started 
Sunday three games back 
of AL Central-leading Min¬ 
nesota. 

Jason Kipnis, Francisco Lin- 
dor and rookie Oscar Mer¬ 
cado homered off Jaime 
Barria (4-5), who gave up 
three runs in 3 2/3 innings. 
Barria is 2-4 with a 10.13 ERA 
on the road. 

Kole Calhoun homered 
and Albert Pujols had an 
RBI single for Los Angeles, 
which lost its fourth straight. 
YANKEES 7, RED SOX 4 
NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron 
Judge homered early and 
a makeshift New York Yan¬ 
kees lineup pounded David 
Price in a victory that sent 
the defending World Series 
champion Boston Red Sox 
to their eighth straight loss. 
The banged-up Yankees 
won their fifth straight and 
completed the first four- 
game sweep of their long¬ 
time rivals since August 



Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Shane Bieber delivers to Los Angeles Angels’ Mike Trout during 
the first inning of a baseball game in Cleveland, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


2009. New York (72-39) 
maintained its eight-game 
lead in the AL East over 
Tampa Bay and dropped 
the third-place Red Sox a 
whopping 14 1/2 behind — 
not to mention 6 1 /2 games 
out of a playoff spot. 

Boston has dropped eight 
in a row for the first time 
since an eight-game skid in 
July 2015. " 

Yankees All-Star second 
baseman Gleyber Torres 
was lifted in the late innings 
with a core injury and sent 
to the hospital for tests. 
Third baseman Gio Urshela 


was removed a few innings 
after fouling a ball off each 
leg in a span of three pitch¬ 
es. 

Handed a 7-0 lead after 
three innings, J.A. Happ 
improved to 10-4 against 
the sluggish Red Sox, who 
finished 1-8 in the Bronx this 
year and are 4-11 in the 
season series. 

ASTROS 3, MARINERS 1 
HOUSTON (AP) — Justin 
Verlander struck out 10 in 
another dominant Hous¬ 
ton pitching performance, 
and fhe Astros completed 
a three-game sweep. 


A day after Astros new¬ 
comer Aaron Sanchez and 
three relievers combined 
on a no-hitter, Verlander 
(15-4) took over the major 
league wins lead and left 
with an AL-best 2.68 ERA. 
Roberto Osuna worked the 
ninth for his 25fh save. The 
victory improved Houston 
to 12-1 against Seattle this 
season and 38-12 against 
the AL West. 

Kyle Seager homered for 
Seattle. Tommy Milone (1- 
6) struck out seven while 
pitching five innings of two- 
run ball. 


ATHLETICS 4, CARDINALS 2 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Tanner Roark pitched five 
innings to get the win in his 
Oakland debut. 

Jurickson Profar connected 
for his 15th homer as the A’s 
won for the sixth time in sev¬ 
en games. Dustin Garneau 
had two hits and two RBIs 
after he was claimed off 
waivers Saturday. 

St. Louis fell 1 Vi games back 
of NL Cenfral-leading Chi¬ 
cago, which swepf Milwau¬ 
kee wifh a 7-2 vicfory. 

Paul DeJong homered for 
the Cardinals. Adam Wain- 
wright (7-8) got the loss. 
Roark (7-7) allowed one run 
and four hits in his first start 
since he was acquired in a 
trade with Cincinnati. Liam 
Hendriks retired three bat¬ 
ters for his 11 fh save. 

TWINS 3, ROYALS 0 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Devin 
Smelfzer pitched two-hit 
ball into the seventh inning 
for his first major league win, 
and Minnesota finished off 
a three-game sweep. 

Jason Castro homered 
and Eddie Rosario drove in 
two runs for the Twins, who 
maintained their three- 
game lead over Cleveland 
in the AL Central. 

Smelfzer (1-1) struck out 
four and walked one in his 
third career start. Sergio 
Romo pitched a scoreless 
eighth, and Taylor Rogers 
finished the two-hitter for 
his 17th save in 23 chances. 
Kansas City’s Brad Keller (7- 
11) permitted two runs in 
seven innings.Q 


Lightning sign Shattenkirk 
after buyout by Rangers 


TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Veteran defenseman 
Kevin Shaftenkirk has signed a one-year, 
$1.75 million contract with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning after being bought out by the 
New York Rangers. 

Lightning vice president and general 
manager Julien BriseBois announced the 
deal Monday. 

Shattenkirk said he chose the Lightning 
from among six or seven NHL feams in¬ 
terested in signing him and compared his 
situation after the buyout to theirs after 
losing in the first round of the playoffs. 

“I think I have a huge chip on my shoulder 
right now,” Shattenkirk said on a confer¬ 
ence call. 

“I want to show I’m back to my old self 
and prove that I can be a player in this 


league again.” Shattenkirk played 73 
games for the Rangers last season, finish¬ 
ing with two goals and ranking first among 
the team’s defensemen in assists (26) and 
points (28). 

BriseBois cited injury as the biggest prob¬ 
lem during Shattenkirk’s disappointing 
two seasons in New York. 

“After a full summer of training when he's 
healthy and he feels confident in his leg, 
we expect him to be a strong contributor 
for our team this coming season," Brise¬ 
Bois said. 

He has 75 goals, 349 points and 368 pen¬ 
alty minutes in 609 games. 

He was an All-Star with the Blues in 2015 
and has five goals and 34 points in 60 ca¬ 
reer playoff games.Q 



In this Feb. 6,2019, file photo, New York Rangers defenseman 
Kevin Shattenkirk is shown during a break in action in the first 
period of an NHL hockey game against the Boston Bruins, in 
New York. 

Associated Press 
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Mets' Cano strains hamstring in 13-2 rout of Pirates 



Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Joe Musgrove (59) is joined by teammates as he waits to hand 
the ball to manager Clint Hurdle during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the New York 
Mets in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019. 


By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mets 
star Robinson Cano ap¬ 
pears headed back to the 
injured list after straining his 
left hamstring, an injury that 
overshadowed Noah Syn- 
dergaard's sparkling out¬ 
ing. 

Cano singled in the fourth 
inning for his third hit of the 
game and ninth hit in his 
last 15 at-bats. He pulled 
up after rounding first and 
grabbed at the back of his 
leg. 

Syndergaard (8-5) allowed 
three hits, singled twice 
and pitched shutout ball 
into the seventh. 

New York won for the ninth 
time in 10 games. 
Pittsburgh's Joe Musgrove 
(8-10) gave up eight runs 
and 10 hits in 3 1/3 innings. 
DODGERS 11, PADRES 10 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Max 
Muncy’s fourth hit was a 
game-ending, two-run 
double, and the Dodgers 
rallied from a late three-run 
deficit for a wild victory. 
Muncy had a homer and 
two doubles while driving 
in three runs. Four Dodgers 
added two RBIs apiece as 
the NL West leaders took 
three of four from San Di¬ 
ego with a huge come¬ 
back at Chavez Ravine. 
Pedro Baez (6-2) pitched 
the ninth for the win. 

Eric Hosmer hit a grand 
slam and drove in five runs 
for San Diego. Kirby Yates 
(0-3) got the loss. 

RAYS 7, MARLINS 2 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 

Yonny Chirinos allowed one 
run in five innings before 
leaving with a hand injury, 
and Tampa Bay matched 
its longest winning streak 
this season at six games. 
Chirinos (9-5) gave up two 
hits but was pulled after 63 
pitches due to right middle 
finger inflammation. Diego 
Castillo, Colin Poche and 
Andrew Kittredge finished 
a six-hitter. 

Mike Brosseau and Jesus 
Aguilar homered for the 
Rays, who also won six in a 
row from May 25-30. 

Brian Anderson connected 
for the Marlins, who have 
lost four of five. Caleb Smith 


(7-5) gave up three runs — 
one earned — six hits and 
in five innings. 

ROCKIES 6, GIANTS 2 
DENVER (AP) — Kyle Free¬ 
land earned his first win 
in nearly four months and 
Nolan Arenado homered 
twice for Colorado. 

Trevor Story homered for 
the fifth straight game 
against San Francisco. It's 
tied for the longest home 
run streak against an oppo¬ 
nent in Rockies history. 
Donovan Solano went 
deep twice for the Giants, 
the first to lead off the 
game and again in the 
third inning off Freeland (3- 
9). He nearly had a third 


Associated Press 

when he drove a ball to 
the wall in right in the fifth 
inning that was caught. 
Freeland, who was 17-7 
with a 2.85 ERA last year, 
hadn’t won since beating 
Philadelphia on April 18. 
San Francisco's Tyler Beede 
(3-6) gave up five runs in 3 
2/3 innings. 

CUBS 7, BREWERS 2 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jason 
Heyward drove in three 
runs, Yu Darvish pitched 
five effective innings and 
the Cubs finished a three- 
game sweep. Heyward 
and Kyle Schwarber hom¬ 
ered as the NL Central lead¬ 
ers won for the 11 th time in 
13 games at Wrigley Field. 


Christian Yelich hit his ma¬ 
jor league-best 37th homer 
for Milwaukee, which has 
dropped four straight and 
six of seven. 

Milwaukee rookie Trent 
Grisham picked up his first 
major league hit in the first 
and his first homer in the 
eighth. He went 3 for 4 in his 
third big league game. 
Darvish (4-5) allowed one 
run and five hits, struck out 
eight and walked none. He 
retired 10 straight batters at 
one point. 

Milwaukee starter Adrian 
Houser (4-5) yielded four 
runs and nine hits in five in¬ 
nings. 

DIAMONDBACKS 7, NA¬ 
TIONALS 5 

PHOENIX (AP) — Ketel Mar- 
te hit an inside-the-park 
home run off former Arizo¬ 
na ace Patrick Corbin, and 
Adam Jones drove in four 
runs for the Diamondbacks. 
Marte’s third-inning line 
drive got by diving cen¬ 
ter fielder Gerardo Parra 
and rolled to the wall, near 
the 413-foot mark in left- 
center. Marte beat a high 
throw to home plate, elud¬ 
ing the tag by catcher Yan 
Gomes, for a solo homer 
and a 4-2 lead. 

Jones broke a 5-all tie with 
a two-run single off Wander 
Suero (3-6) with two outs in 
the seventh. 

Yoshihisa Hirano (4-5) 
earned the win in relief, 
and Archie Bradley pitched 
two innings for his second 
saveO 


Bedoya makes statement about gun violence in capital 



Portland Timbers defender Larrys Mabiala, left, looks at 
Minnesota United forward Angelo Rodriguez, right, who looks for 
a penalty call in the first half of an MLS soccer match Sunday, 
Aug. 4, 2019, in St. Paul, Minn. 
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By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ale¬ 
jandro Bedoya made a 
statement about gun vio¬ 
lence in the nation's capi¬ 
tal. 

After scoring the opening 
goal in the Philadelphia 
Union’s 5-1 victory over 
D.C. United on Sunday 
night, Bedoya ran to an 
on-field microphone and 
shouted to the crowd: “Hey 
Congress, do something 
now! End gun violence! 
Let's go!” 

Bedoya earlier tweeted 
about recent gun violence 
in Texas and Ohio that killed 
29 people. 

The 32-year-old Bedoya 
has played for the U.S. na¬ 


tional team. Bedoya first- 
timed a right-footer off the 
post into the net to give 
Philadelphia (12-7-6) the 
lead in the third minute. 
Union goalkeeper played a 
clearance into the left side 
of the attacking half where 
Andrew Wooten won the 
ball from defender Dono¬ 
van Pines and crossed it 
to Marco Fabian, who fed 
Bedoya for the finish from 
just outside the box. Mar¬ 
co Fabian had two goals 
and an assist for the Union, 
and Kacper Przybylko and 
Fabrice-Jean Picault also 
scored. Frederic Brillant 
scored for D.C. (9-7-9). 
MINNESOTA UNITED 1, TIM¬ 
BERS 0 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 

Ethan Finlay scored on a 
penalty kick in stoppage 
time, Vito Mannone had 
five saves for his second 
consecufive shutouf and 
Minnesota beat Portland. 
Mannone has shutouts in 
three of his last four games. 
Minnesota (11-7-5) is un¬ 
beaten, with five wins, in its 
last seven. 

Portland’s Larrys Mabiala 
was called for a hand ball 
in the area and, after vid¬ 
eo review confirmed the 
call, Finlay converted from 
the spot in the second min¬ 
ute of stoppage time. The 
Timbers (9-9-4) had their 
six game unbeaten streak 
snappedO 
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Popovich, finally, gets his turn at leading USA Basketball 



In this July 26, 2018, file photo, head coach head coach Gregg Popovich speaks with the media 
during a training camp for USA Basketball, in Las Vegas. 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Gregg 
Popovich walked into 
USA Basketball’s first team 
meeting in advance of 
World Cup training camp, 
and it seemed to some in 
the room that he was hav¬ 
ing a little difficulty keeping 
his emotions in check. 

He talked about tradi¬ 
tion, about what it means 
to play for your country, 
about expectations, about 
sacrifice, about playing the 
right way, about respect 
for opponents. 

The only downside was that 
when he was done speak¬ 
ing, the first practice was 
still about 18 hours away. 
“Shoot, from the get-go, I 
think everybody was ready 
to play a game or run 
through a brick wall for him 
after that talk,” Brooklyn 
guard Joe Harris said. 

With that, Camp Pop had 
arrived. 

Popovich’s first training 
camp practice as coach 
of fhe U.S. men's nafional 
team went into the books 
Monday, less than a month 
before the Americans will 
begin play at the FIBA 
World Cup in China. The 
U.S. has won the last two 
World Cup gold medals, 
both won under now-for- 
mer coach Mike Krzyzews- 
ki, and now it’s Popovich’s 
turn to lead the red, white 
and blue. 

“It's been on my mind ev¬ 
ery day, what I want to 
do and what needs to be 
done,” said Popovich, the 
longtime San Antonio Spurs 
coach who was picked 


as Krzyzewski’s successor 
nearly four years ago. “It’s 
been like thinking about 
two teams at the same time 
for that period. But Coach 
K did that for 12 years. So I 
fhink I can probably fry fo 
do the same." 

Popovich was all over the 
floor in his first practice, 
pulling some guys aside 
for 1-on-l chats during a 
scrimmage and other times 
gathering the entire team 
around him to discuss the 
nuance of proper box-out 
technique. 

“You can’t help but teach 
here and there,” Popovich 
said. 

Popovich calls it “a huge 
responsibility” to both rep¬ 
resent the country and 
continue the program’s 
long tradition of winning. 
He and his assistants have 
been meeting for weeks, 
going over every possible 
detail. 

“He is so passionate about 
this project and he’s so 
well-prepared,” Golden 
State coach and USA Bas¬ 
ketball assistant Steve Kerr 
said. 

There is also some pressure, 
of course. 

When the Americans start 
World Cup play in Shang¬ 
hai on Sept. 1 against the 
Czech Republic, it’ll be ex¬ 
actly 13 years since the na¬ 
tional team program lost a 
game at the world cham¬ 
pionships, now known as 
the World Cup, or in Olym¬ 
pic competition. 

On Sept. 1, 2006, the U.S. 
lost to Greece in the world 
championships semifinals. 
Since then, the Americans 


are 76-0 — a run that start¬ 
ed with the bronze medal 
game in the 2006 worlds 
followed by gold-medal 
runs in the 2007 FIBA Ameri¬ 
cas tournament, the 2008 
Olympics, the 2010 world 
championships, the 2012 
Olympics, the 2014 World 
Cup and finally fhe 2016 
Olympics. 

USA Baskefball has losf af 
times since 2006, including 
twice during the 12-game 
World Cup qualifying run. 
Buf none of fhe defeats 
came against the full- 
fledged U.S. varsity, the 
level that Popovich is now 
overseeing. 

“He's taken on the chal¬ 
lenge of leading fhe USA 
team and he's taking on 
the challenge with serious¬ 
ness," said Atlanta coach 


Lloyd Pierce, a Popovich 
assistant this summer. “The 
first conversation I had 
with him, he said that we 
would enjoy this and we 
would have fun. But when 
we meet as coaches, you 
walk into the room and 
there are tables full of notes 
and easels full of nofes al¬ 
ready. He's not taking this 
for granted.” 

There are some natural, 
and coincidental, paral¬ 
lels with Popovich following 
Krzyzewski as national team 
coach. 

Both were military and ser¬ 
vice academy men: Krzyze¬ 
wski graduated from Army 
West Point in 1969, Popov¬ 
ich from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in 1970. The 
Army put Krzyzewski into its 
Hall of Fame: the Air Force 
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Academy did the same for 
Popovich. Krzyzewski has 
five NCAA titles; Popovich 
has five NBA titles. 

In 2016, Krzyzewski called 
the pending coaching 
change “succession” — 
another term heard often 
in military circles when talk¬ 
ing about the transfer of 
leadership. “I have the unit 
right now," Krzyzewski said 
in 2016. “He's going to take 
command of the unit.” 

That day has arrived, and 
it was a long time coming 
for Popovich. He was an¬ 
nounced as Krzyzewski’s 
successor as national team 
coach on Oct. 23, 2015 — 
nearly a year before the Rio 
Games ended, nearly four 
years before the first game 
he’ll actually coach for the 
red, white and blue. □ 


Lochte wins 200 IM at U.S. 
nationals after 14-month ban 


STANFORD, Calif. (AP) 

— Ryan Lochte won the 
200-meter individual med¬ 
ley at the U.S. national 
championships, fresh off a 
14-month ban. 

The 12-time Olympic med¬ 
alist touched in 1 minute, 
57.76 seconds on Sunday 

— 1.07 ahead of runner- 
up Shaine Casas — to 
earn his first national title 
since 2014. Lochte's time 
was quicker than his time- 


trial effort of 1:57.88 in the 
event four days earlier, 
which didn’t count toward 
qualifying for the national 
team. 

It was the lone victory 
and only final of the five- 
day meet for Lochfe, who 
fumed 35 a day earlier. He 
finished 37fh in the 200 free¬ 
style preliminaries, fourth in 
the C final of fhe 100 but¬ 
terfly, and scratched the B 
final of the 100 backstroke. 


Lochte was competing 
for the first time since the 
recent end of a 14-month 
suspension for receiving 
an infusion of vitamin B-12 
above the allowable limit. 
Madisyn Cox won the 
women's 200 IM in 2:10.00 
to go with her earlier victo¬ 
ry in the 200 breaststroke. 
She was suspended last 
year after failing a drug 
test, but went to court to 
get her ban reduced from 



Ryan Lochte competes in the men's 200-meter individual 
medley time trial at the U.S. national swimming championships 
in Stanford, Calif., Wednesday, July 31, 2019. Lochte is 
returning from a 14-month suspension. 

Associated Press 


two years to six months. 
She argued that her posi¬ 
tive test was the result of 
a legal multivitamin that 
had been contaminated. 


Ally McHugh won the 
1,500 free in 16:05.98. She 
won the 400 free earlier. 
Erika Brown fook fhe 50 
free in 24.71 seconds. □ 
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Online providers knock 8chan offline after mass shooting 



Locals bring flowers, stuffed animals, candles and posters to honor the memory of the victims of 
the mass shooting occurred in Walmart on Saturday morning in El Paso on Sunday, August 4, 2019. 
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By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Cybersecurity Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The online 
message board 8chan was 
effectively knocked offline 
Monday after two compa¬ 
nies cut off vital technical 
services following the mass 
shooting in El Paso, Texas 
, whose perpetrator was 
linked to the site. 8chan 
is known for trafficking in 
anonymous hate speech 
and incitement of hate 
crimes. 

A racist “manifesto” posted 
to the site is believed to 
have been written by the 
suspect in a Saturday's kill¬ 
ing of 22 people in El Paso, 
Texas. If it was, it would be 
the third known instance 
of a shooter posting to 
the site before going on a 
rampage, following mass 
shootings at two New Zea¬ 
land mosques in the spring, 
and another at a California 
synagogue. 

Late Sunday, the security 
company Cloudflare an¬ 
nounced it was cutting off 
the message board, which 
has a history of use by vio¬ 
lent extremists, for being “a 
cesspool of hate.” 

8chan quickly found a new 
online host: Sammamish, 
Washington-based Epik. 
com, whose site declares 
it “the Swiss bank of do¬ 
mains.” Epik provides simi¬ 
lar support for Gab.com, 
another social media site 
frequented by white su¬ 
premacists that doesn't 
ban hate speech. 

Epik also owns the secu¬ 
rity company BitMitigate, 
whose clients include the 
Daily Stormer, a neo-Nazi 
and white supremacist site. 
Like Cloudflare, BitMitigate 
protects web sites from de¬ 


nial-of-service attacks that 
can make them unreach¬ 
able — the kind of online 
armor that contentious 
message boards require to 
survive. 

But on Monday, London- 
based Voxility, a provider 
of network hardware and 
services, upended both 
Epik and BitMitigate by ter¬ 
minating its contract with 
the companies, said Maria 
Sirbu, the company's vice 
president of business devel¬ 
opment. 

“We have made the con¬ 
nection that at least two 
or three of the latest mass 
shooting in the U.S. were 
connected with these 
guys,” Sirbu said. “At some 
point, somebody needed 
to make the decision on 
where the limit is between 
what is illegal and what is 
freedom of speech and to¬ 
day it had to be us." 


In the absence of regula¬ 
tion, it falls on internet ser¬ 
vices companies in the 
United States to ban online 
speech deemed unac¬ 
ceptable. 

Neither 8chan nor Daily 
Stormer were reachable 
on Monday afternoon, 
when the person identify¬ 
ing themselves as 8chan’s 
administrator tweeted that 
“strategies are being de¬ 
veloped to bring services 
back online.” 

Two weeks ago, Voxility in¬ 
formed the Daily Stormer 
that it was in violation of 
the company's abuse poli¬ 
cies and then cut off its ser¬ 
vice for a day, said Sirbu, 
who said her company has 
20 data centers worldwide 
and operates in 80 coun¬ 
tries. 

Service was restored after 
the objectionable content 
was removed. But it be¬ 


came clear to Voxility after 
the El Paso shooting “that 
these guys were not going 
to stop," Sirbu said. “We 
will not renew services for 
these guys and will ensure 
that they don’t return to 
Voxility under false names.” 
Neither 8chan nor Epik.com 
representatives could im¬ 
mediately be reached for 
comment despite attempts 
via email and Linkedln. 

On Sunday, Cloudflare 
CEO Matthew Prince wrote 
in a blog post that the sus¬ 
pect in El Paso “appears to 
have been inspired" by dis¬ 
cussions on 8chan. 

He said a suspect in an 
earlier shooting at a syna¬ 
gogue in Poway, California, 
also posted a “hate-filled 
‘open letter’” on 8chan, as 
did the mosque attacker 
in Christchurch, New Zea¬ 
land. 

“8chan has repeatedly 


proven itself to be a cess¬ 
pool of hate,” wrote Prince. 
“They have proven them¬ 
selves to be lawless and 
that lawlessness has caused 
multiple tragic deaths.” 
With the big social net¬ 
works doing a better job of 
moderating hate speech, 
incitement to violence 
and harassment, extreme 
speech is gravitating to 
smaller websites that are 
often little more than mes¬ 
sage boards — sites teen¬ 
agers routinely make in 
their bedrooms, said Joan 
Donovan, the director of 
the technology and social 
change project at Harvard 
University's Kennedy School 
of Government. 

Services like Cloudflare or 
BitMitigate are necessary 
to keep extremist-tolerant 
message boards like 8chan 
online because they typi¬ 
cally attract hostile traffic 
from hacktivists aimed at 
overwhelming the sites and 
making them unreachable. 
But without them, it's dif¬ 
ficult for any site of conse¬ 
quence to survive. 

We're not going to get rid 
of message boards,” said 
Donovan. “But we stifle the 
spread and the impact of 
these manifestos by refus¬ 
ing to let them elevate to 
the level of mainstream 
media.” 

Two years ago, Cloudflare 
terminated service to the 
Daily Stormer, which on 
Sunday Prince lamented as 
“still available and still dis¬ 
gusting.” 

“They have bragged that 
they have more readers 
than ever,” he said. “They 
are no longer Cloudflare’s 
problem, but they remain 
the Internet's problem.”□ 



In this June 19, 2017, file photo. President Donald Trump, from 
left, and Satya Nadella, Chief Executive Officer of Microsoft, 
listen as Jeff Bezos, Chief Executive Officer of Amazon, speaks 
during an American Technology Council roundtable in the 
State Dinning Room of the White House in Washington. 
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Pentagon is reviewing the ‘war cloud’ 
contract Amazon wants 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The Pentagon said new 
Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper is reviewing the bid 
process for the military's 
$10 billion cloud-comput¬ 
ing contract. 

President Donald Trump 
has criticized the process, 
citing complaints from oth¬ 
er companies, as poten¬ 


tially biased toward Am¬ 
azon. The e-commerce 
giant and Microsoft have 
been competing for the 
contract, known as the 
Joint Enterprise Defense 
Infrastructure plan, or JEDI. 
In a statement. Pentagon 
spokeswoman Elissa Smith 
said that no decision will 
be made on the program 


until the review is com¬ 
plete. Esper has previously 
said he wants to “take a 
hard look” at the JEDI con¬ 
tract. The Washington Post 
reported Thursday, citing 
anonymous sources, that 
the White House ordered 
the Pentagon review. Am¬ 
azon founder and CEO 
Jeff Bezos owns the Post. □ 
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Stocks around the world slide as trade war worsens 


By STAN CHOE 
DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
tanked again Monday 
on worries that President 
Donald Trump's worsening 
trade war will threaten a 
global recession and drag 
profits for companies even 
lower. 

China let its currency, the 
yuan, drop to its lowest lev¬ 
el against the dollar in more 
than a decade, a move 
that Trump railed against as 
“currency manipulation.” 
It followed his own tweets 
last week that threatened 
tariffs on about $300 billion 
of Chinese goods, which 
would extend tariffs across 
almost all Chinese imports. 
The escalating trade war 
between the world’s larg¬ 
est economies is rattling 
investors already unnerved 
about a slowing global 
economy, falling U.S. cor¬ 
porate profits and possibly 
too-weak inflation. 

“The Great China Trade 
Deal evaporated before 
our eyes last week and in¬ 
vestors should stop hop¬ 
ing it back into existence,” 
Christopher Smart, head of 
the Barings Investments In¬ 
stitute, wrote in a report. 
Losses were steep and 
worldwide as a sell-off that 
began Monday in Asia 
swept westward through 
Europe to the Americas. 
Investors in search of safety 
herded into U.S. govern¬ 
ment bonds, which sent 
yields plunging lower. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note, which rises 
with expectations of stron¬ 
ger economic growth and 
inflation, fell to its lowest 
level since Trump's 2016 
election energized mar¬ 
kets, down to 1.75% from 
1.85% late Friday. 

The S&P 500 lost 2.4%, as 
of 12:17 p.m. Eastern time, 
and was on track for its 
worst day in nearly three 
months. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average fell 605 
points, or 2.3%, to 25,880, 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite dropped 3.1%. 

The U.S. economy is still 
growing, the unemploy¬ 
ment rate remains close to 
its healthiest level in nearly 
half a century and U.S. 
stock indexes set record 



Specialist James Denaro, left, works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, 
Monday, Aug. 5, 2019. 
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ready pulled back on their 
investment given all the 
uncertainties about trade 
and the global economy. 
Technology stocks bore the 
brunt of Monday's selling, 
and Apple slid 4.7%. It not 
only depends on Chinese 
factories to assemble its 
iPhones, but China is also 
the only country aside from 


highs just over a week ago. 
But the escalating trade 
tensions and disappoint¬ 
ment that the Federal Re¬ 
serve has not committed 
to a lengthy series of inter¬ 
est-rate cuts have sent the 
S&P 500 on a losing streak 
set to hit its sixth day, which 
would be its longest since 
October. 

The S&P 500 is 5.3% below 
its record. 

A weaker yuan gives Chi¬ 
nese manufacturers a 
boost by making their prod¬ 
ucts cheaper on worldwide 
markets for buyers using 
dollars or other currencies. 
That hurts U.S. manufactur¬ 
ers, which have already 
been hit by the slowing 
global economy. It also 
adds more downward 
pressure on inflation, which 
some economists worry 
may be edging toward too 
weak. In the worst case, 
falling prices encourage 
people and companies to 
hold off on buying things, 
which starts a vicious cycle 
of less and less economic 
activity. 

The U.S. has long com¬ 
plained about the weak¬ 
ness of China’s curren¬ 
cy, and Monday’s drop 
brought the yuan past a 
level that traders saw as an 
important psychological 
benchmark, at seven per 
$ 1 . 

Analysts were mixed, 
though, on whether the 
move was a result of China 
weaponizing the yuan or 


merely a reflection of its 
own slowing economy and 
the painful effects of tariffs. 
The latest round of tar¬ 
iffs threatened by Trump 
would much more directly 
hit U.S. consumers buying 
clothes and electronics 
made in China. Earlier tar¬ 
iffs more heavily affected 
businesses, which have al- 


the United States that ac¬ 
counts for more than 10% 
of its sales. Chip stocks were 
also among the hardest hit 
in the S&P 500, and Nvidia 
sank 6.5%. 

Monday's plunge in bond 
yields dragged on banks 
by making lending less 
profitable. Bank of Ameri¬ 
ca fell 4.8%, Citigroup lost 
3.2% and JPMorgan Chase 
dropped 2.9%. 

Companies are in the final 
stretch of the latest round 
of quarterly earnings re¬ 
ports, and results haven’t 
been as bad as initially 
feared, though still down 
from year-ago levels. Profit 
for companies in the S&P 
500 is now expected to 
contract by roughly 1%. 
That's better than the near¬ 
ly 3% drop earlier expected. 
More than three quarters of 
the S&P 500 have reported 
financial results. 

There are still several big- 
name companies that 
have yet to report financial 
results. Disney will report on 
Tuesday, while CVS and 
Lyft are set to report on 
Wednesday. Uber will re¬ 
lease results on Thursday. □ 


Survey: US services sector slips to worst 
growth in 3 years 

By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

pace of expansion for U.S. 
services companies fell to 
its slowest pace in nearly 
three years, as gauges of 
business activity and new 
orders weakened. 

The Institute for Supply 
Management, an associa¬ 
tion of purchasing manag¬ 
ers, said Monday that its 
non-manufacturing index 
fell to 53.7 from 55.1 in June. 

The July measure was the 
weakest since August 2016. 

Readings above 50 signal 
growth, so the index sug¬ 
gests that overall growth 
will continue but has down¬ 
shifted. The services sec¬ 
tor accounts for the bulk 
of U.S. jobs and economic 
activity. 

The index's measures of 
business activity and new 
orders decreased, though 
both still pointed to growth. 

The hiring measure im- 



In this Dec. 27,2018, file photo a worker trims fronds from a palm 
tree in the Los Feliz section of Los Angeles. 
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proved. “We’re seeing this 
easing, this slowing,” said 
Anthony Nieves, chair of 
the ISM’s non-manufactur¬ 
ing business survey com¬ 
mittee. Nieves said that a 
slowdown can occur dur¬ 
ing the summer months, 
but the survey indicates 
that the decade-plus ex¬ 
pansion will continue. 

“I don't think we’re any¬ 
where near a recessionary 


period,” he said. 

The index comes from a 
survey of businesses. Some 
of the respondents said 
that tariffs against China 
launched by President 
Donald Trump have com¬ 
plicated their businesses, 
a challenge that could 
increase if the administra¬ 
tion expands these im¬ 
port taxes as planned in 
September.Q 
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Don't be silly, darling, I 
never wanted to change you. 
I said exchange you. 



Blondie 


WHY HAVEN'T YOU STARTED ON 
THOSE REPORTS YET, 0UMSTEAD? 




^ IF YOU DON'T HAND IN THOSE Z 
REPORTS SY THE END OF THE DAY, 
YOU CAN START COLOR-CODING 
YOUR UNEMPLOYMENT FILE. 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 8/06 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Drove too fast 
5 Idaho or Iowa 

10 Float in the 
breeze 

14 “It’s all Greek 

15 Courtroom event 

16 Take on 
employees 

17 As straight _ 
arrow 

18 Thought back on 

20 Affleck or 
Savage 

21 Buzzers 

22 Naps 

23 In a bad mood 

25 Felt hat 

26 Hateful 
28 Snoozes 

31 Bus station 

32 Golfer Sam _ 
34 Cleaning cloth 

36 “Phooey!” 

37 European 
nobleman 

38 African nation 

39 _-to; brawl 

40 Noise 

411 of the 12 
Apostles 
42 Thing worth 
saving 

44 Like one with 
laryngitis 

45 Get _ of; shed 

46 “Sri” follower 

47 Monk’s superior 

50 Partial amount 

51 Big TV network 
54 One who says 

“I do” 

57 Part of a 
staircase 

58 Freeway division 

59 Gallows item 

60 Frau’s man 

61 Breakfast order 

62 Say 

63 Jumpy 

DOWN 

11njure with a 
dagger 

2 Sit for an artist 

3 Set free 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 8/6/19 


4 Lion’s lair 

5 Strain 

6 Joyce Kilmer 
poem 

7 Objectives 

8 Edison’s initials 

9 Hardwood 

10 Breathe during 
an asthma 
attack 

11 Televises 

12 Guitar part 

13 Kennedy & 
Knight 

19 Bloodline 
21 Boxing match 

24 _ for; cheer on 

25 Apartment 

26 Likelihood 

27 Baseball’s Jeter 

28 Transmit 

29 Drawn-out 

30 Smart guys 

32 Like lemons 

33 Religious sister 

35 VP Al_ 

37 Unlike 
Morehouse & 
Eton 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


38 Yellowish wood 48 Boast 

40 III will 49 Cherry variety 

41 Dixie dish 50 Ashy residue 

43 Wears away 52 Floating ice 

44 Carpenter’s tool mass 

46 On the _; free 53 Vigorous 

to roam 55 Lion’s prey 

47 Suffix for comfort 56 Decay 

or chew 57 The girl 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Man who killed calf in Home 
Depot lot charged with cruelty 


By MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
A butcher shop employee 
who cut the throat of a 
runaway calf in a Home 
Depot parking lot has been 
charged with animal cru¬ 
elty, police said Friday. 

Badr Musaed, 39, turned 
himself in Thursday to face 
the felony charge, authori¬ 
ties said. He was released 
after posting a $10,000 
bond. The young cow 
broke out of the Saba Live 
Poultry store in Bloomfield 
on July 13 and ran behind 
the Home Depot store 
across the street. The ani¬ 
mal eluded several people 


who tried to corral it before 
employees from the halal 
butcher shop wrestled it to 
the ground and Musaed 
cut its throat. At the time, 
he was cited for public dis¬ 
turbance. Police decided 
to pursue the more serious 
charge after consulting 
with agriculture officials, 
said Lt. Christina Benve¬ 
nuto, a spokeswoman for 
Bloomfield police. She said 
the investigation included 
a review of regulations for 
halal slaughter, in which 
animals are killed in accor¬ 
dance with Islamic dietary 
laws. It was not immediate¬ 
ly clear whether Musaed 
had an attorneyO 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$446,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

House at Soledad /Tanki 
Leendert with 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
bathrooms, build-up 273 m2, 
land 974 m2 with 1 apartmant 
and for $362,000.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 


TiDAY 


BSNDIA 


How to r.each us! 



Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 
1BR OceanView $5K 
2BR OceanView $8K 
2BR OceanFront $12 K 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
1BRWK 30 building 6 $8,5 K 
3rd floor 32 weeks remain 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2BR Gardenview $7K 
2BR Oceanview $8K 
2BR Oceanside $9K 
2BR Oceanfront $12K 
3BR Ocean View $15K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK #32 3 rd floor 
Pool/Ocean View $ 5000 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR WK#31 grond floor 
Light House view on the Eagle 
Beach 

$ 10,000 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR wk #34 3rd Floor 
Ocean view $ 8000 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK#30 building 6 
3rd floor 30weeks remain $8000 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 

ST^P 

Violence Against Women 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 


VEfTtRQBA 

TimeShare& t( .« 

PrWftt Owntr Sates 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 36 Unit 1 24B - $4,000 
Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 
Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 


CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 4 Unit 2353 - $7,000 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
i Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546-$5,500 m 
I Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 l 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 * 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $8,000 ~ 
. Week 36 Unit 2315- $2,000 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 29, 2 bedrooms 
$6,000 sat-sat 
week 30 1 bedroom 
$5,000 sat-sat 
Pis call: 742 2576 
e-mail: 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_211529 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 bedr, suites P.O. views 
wks 31,32,52,1,8,9 
also other wks for rent or switch 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 7 

Monarch 

Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Puffins fill up nesting islands this year despite challenges 



In this Saturday, July 20, 2019 photo, Atlantic puffins gather on Eastern Egg Rock, a small island off 
the coast of Maine. 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

One of the most beloved 
birds in Maine is having 
one of its most productive 
seasons for mating pairs in 
years on remote islands off 
the state's coast. 

Atlantic puffins, with their 
colorful beaks and wad¬ 
dling walks, are one of New 
England’s best recognized 
seabirds. Maine is the only 
state in the U.S. where the 
birds breed, and they do 
so on hard-to-reach plac¬ 
es like Seal Island National 
Wildlife Refuge in the Gulf 
of Maine, a body of water 
that touches New England 
and Canada. 

The birds are well on their 
way to setting a record for 
the number of breeding 
pairs, said National Audu¬ 
bon Society scientist Ste¬ 
phen Kress, who has stud¬ 
ied the birds for years. Kress 
said nearly 750 pairs nested 
on Seal Island and Eastern 
Egg Rock in 2018, and this 
year’s number will likely be 
higher. The birds are thriv¬ 
ing due to multiple factors, 
including an abundance 
of the type of fish they’re 
best suited to eat, such as 
young haddock and hake 
and herring. In some previ¬ 
ous years, the birds have 
suffered because those 


fish were less available, 
replaced by fish that are 
more difficult for them to 
digest. The appearance of 
the more ideal fish could 
have to do with the Gulf of 
Maine running somewhat 
cool recently. 

A lot of puffins also laid 
eggs slightly early this year, 
which suggests the parents 
are in good condition, Kress 
said. He cautioned that the 
birds’ breeding success 
has fluctuated in the past, 
so this year's good news 


might not be evidence of a 
long-term trend. 

“This is a good year. But I 
think the message really is 
this — in recent years, es¬ 
pecially since the big heat 
wave of 1 12 and ‘ 13, we've 
seen a pattern of good 
year alternating with not 
so good year,” Kress said. 
“We're very much in a sys¬ 
tem of a roller coaster as 
far as the puffins go.” 
Atlantic puffins are listed 
as vulnerable by the Inter¬ 
national Union for Conser- 


Associated Press 

vation of Nature, and they 
number about 1,300 pairs 
in Maine. The birds live on 
both sides of the northern 
Atlantic Ocean, and face 
threats such as warming 
ocean temperatures, fluc¬ 
tuations in food availability 
and predators. 

The largest puffin colony 
in the Gulf of Maine is on 
Machias Seal Island, a dis¬ 
puted island on the U.S.- 
Canada water border that 
is home to 5,000 to 6,000 
pairs. Those birds are also 


having a successful year, 
said Heather Major, associ¬ 
ate professor in the biologi¬ 
cal sciences department 
at the University of New 
Brunswick in Canada. 

The birds can suffer when 
waters warm and squid 
and butterfish, which aren't 
good puffin food, domi¬ 
nate local waters. Major 
said. But the Gulf of Maine 
is a little cooler than last 
year, and good prey has 
been abundant, she said. 
The island is around its long¬ 
term average of 56% of 
eggs producing a success¬ 
ful chick. Major said. 

The puffins of Seal Island 
National Wildlife Refuge 
are the subject of a popu¬ 
lar “puffin cam" hosted by 
Explore.org, said Keenan 
Yakola, Seal Island supervi¬ 
sor for Audubon, who helps 
maintain the camera. 
Environmental groups have 
made the case recently 
that Northeast Canyons 
and Seamounts Marine Na¬ 
tional Monument, which 
former President Barack 
Obama designated in 
2016, is important to the sur¬ 
vival of the puffins. Fisher¬ 
men have sued to overturn 
the creation of the monu¬ 
ment, which they believe 
creates an unfair hardship 
in the form of fishing restric¬ 
tions. □ 


Japan’s NEC shows ‘flying car’ hovering steadily for minute 



NEC Corp.’s machine with propellers hovers at the company’s 
facility in Abiko near Tokyo, Monday, Aug. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


911 ESCORT SERVICES 
ARUBA 



+2975607933 

24/7 CALL 


WWW.911ESC0RTARUBA.CDM 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
ABIKO, Japan (AP) — Jap¬ 
anese electronics maker 
NEC Corp. on Monday 
showed a “flying car,” a 
large drone-like machine 
with four propellers that 
hovered steadily for about 
a minute. 

The test flight reaching 3 
meters (10 feet) high was 
held in a gigantic cage, as 
a safety precaution, at an 


NEC facility in a Tokyo sub¬ 
urb. The preparations such 
as the repeated checks on 
the machine and warn¬ 
ings to reporters to wear 
helmets took up more time 
than the two brief demon¬ 
strations. Among the gov¬ 
ernment-backed endeav¬ 
ors is a huge test course for 
flying cars that's built in an 
area devastated by the 
2011 tsunami, quake and 
nuclear disasters in Fukushi- 



MA33AQE AMO ESCORT SERVICE 


Ileauunil 


Pick-up ft 


Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Call: 565*9535 


fl* bHl HOMO 


ma in northeastern Japan. 
Mie, a prefecture in cen¬ 
tral Japan that’s frequently 
used as a resort area by 
Hollywood celebrities, also 
hopes to use flying cars to 
connect its various islands. 
Similar projects are pop¬ 
ping up around world, 
such as Uber Air of the U.S. 
A flying car by Japanese 
startup Cartivator crashed 
quickly in a 2017 demon¬ 
stration. Cartivator Chief 
Executive Tomohiro Fuku- 
zawa, who was at Mon¬ 
day’s demonstration, said 
their machines were also 
flying longer lately. 

NEC is among the more 
than 80 sponsor compa¬ 
nies for Cartivator’s flying 
car, which also include 
Toyota Motor Corp. group 
companies and video 
game company Bandai 
Namco Holdings. □ 
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Streaming music may make cases like Katy Perry's more common 



In this June 14, 2018 file photo, singer Katy Perry performs on stage at the 02 Arena in London. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — To 

show that Katy Perry and 
the team that wrote her 
2013 hit “Dark Horse” may 
have heard his song and 
stole from it, Christian rap¬ 
per Marcus Gray’s primary 
evidence was that his 2009 
song, “Joyful Noise” had 
plays in the millions on You¬ 
Tube and Spotify. 

Plaintiffs in copyright cases 
like Gray, who won a $2.78 
million victory over Perry 
and her co-writers on Thurs¬ 
day, must prove that the 
artist who stole from them 
had a reasonable oppor¬ 
tunity to hear a song that 
was widely disseminated, a 
principle lawyers simply re¬ 
fer to as “access." 

But does access have any 
meaning in a streaming 
era when almost everyone 
has access to almost every¬ 
thing? 

The question, as other is¬ 
sues at Perry’s high-profile 
trial did, suggested that 
technology may be out¬ 
pacing copyright law, and 
that more David vs. Goliath 
victories for relatively ob¬ 
scure artists like Gray over 
superstars like Perry may be 
the result. 

“The law around it is a two¬ 
pronged test, access and 
substantial similarity,” Mi¬ 
chael Kelber, a Chicago 
attorney who specializes in 
intellectual property and 
technology, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on Friday. “The 
fact that the access prong 
is so much easier to show, 
that can be some potent 
evidence for a jury.” 

Kelber said the Perry deci¬ 
sion may show that “the 
floodgates are starting to 
open on these cases.” 

“It’s not hard to get thou¬ 
sands of watches and 


likes,” he said. 

Perry’s attorney Christine 
Lepera said after the deci¬ 
sion that Gray’s team had 
shown “no evidence of ac¬ 
cess” as she vowed to vig¬ 
orously fight the verdict. 
Courts have long seen a 
steady stream of similar 
lawsuits filed by minor artists 
against major ones alleg¬ 
ing song theft. Traditionally 
many of them have been 
thrown out simply because 
the plaintiff had no way 
of proving the artist heard 
their song, unless they had 
given them a tape, opened 
for them in concert or had 
some similar proof. 
“Whereas 20 years ago, 
where everything was 
controlled by the music in¬ 
dustry, now anybody who 
wants a song can hear it, 
or stumble across it some¬ 
how,” said Timothy Foster, 
a New York attorney who 
works on copyright cases 
including a current lawsuit 
where a singer is suing Car¬ 
rie Underwood over her 


“Sunday Night Football” 
song. “It's easier to argue 
that they could have. May¬ 
be Pandora played it for 
them on one of their ran¬ 
dom playlists one day.” 
Foster said it's not even “re¬ 
quired that they actually 
knew of the song, but they 
may have subconsciously 
replayed it, even if they 
didn’t know or understand 
they were doing that.” 

“The wider spread some¬ 
thing is,” Foster said, “the 
easier it is to show that they 
either did or could have 
had access to it." 

Neither Kelber nor Foster is 
involved in the Perry case. 
Gray’s attorneys did make 
other arguments for ways 
Perry or one of her co-writ- 
ers may have heard the 
song, including some ra¬ 
dio play, concerts in public 
spaces, and the record¬ 
ing being played in arenas 
and similar venues. 

The album the song was on 
was even nominated for a 
Grammy, though not in a 


category that makes the 
show on television. 

And they often pointed out 
in court that Perry’s own 
career began as a Chris¬ 
tian artist, though she testi¬ 
fied during the trial that she 
listened almost exclusively 
to secular music even then. 
Perry's team called the 
decision “travesty of jus¬ 
tice,” saying it’s dangerous 
to music and creativity for 
such cases to prevail on 
such thin evidence. 

“We’ve been receiving 
outcry from people all over 
the world, including musi¬ 
cologists,” Lepera said. 
They have already filed a 
motion for the trial judge to 
throw out the verdict that 
will get a hearing, and they 
will almost certainly appeal 
to a higher court where the 
broad decision made by 
the jury could be severely 
tested. 

Gray’s attorney Michael 
A. Kahn said after court 
that he would be happy to 
fight for a decision that was 


“fair and just,” though the 
award fell well short of the 
nearly $20 million he sought 
for his clients. 

The case centered on a 
brief, simple instrumen¬ 
tal beat and riff of a few 
notes that repeats through¬ 
out “Joyful Noise” and, 
Gray's attorneys said, 
plays through 45% of “Dark 
Horse.” “The only matter 
in common is an unpro- 
tectable C and a B note," 
Lepera said. 

Technology could prove 
challenging here too, with 
thousands of amateur mu¬ 
sicians creating machine- 
made beats that can prolif¬ 
erate online, making coin¬ 
cidental copying common. 
“There are so many people 
out there creating basic 
rhythms and uploading 
them for people to license 
and to listen to,” Kelber 
said. “The chances that 
any one of those three- or 
four-note progressions re¬ 
semble something famous 
is much greater.” 

“Joyful Noise” itself be¬ 
gan with a beat that Gray 
heard on MySpace and 
bought from a man who 
would later be listed as a 
co-writer. 

In the past it has often tak¬ 
en a superstar to take down 
a superstar for song theft, 
and in those cases those 
who sued could blast right 
past the question of ac¬ 
cess. In a trial over anoth¬ 
er 2013 megahit, “Blurred 
Lines" songwriters Pharrell 
Williams openly said they 
tried to evoke the feeling of 
a song they loved, Marvin 
Gaye’s “Got to Give It Up." 
A jury ruled against them, 
and they were ordered to 
pay Gaye’s children nearly 
$7.4 million. The amount 
was reduced to about $5 
million on appeal.Q 


Mariah Carey records new song as 
theme for ABC’s ‘mixed-ish’ 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mariah Carey has recorded a new song that will debut as the 
theme of ABC's "black-ish" spinoff. 

ABC announced Monday that Carey has co-written and sings the theme music to 
"mixed-ish." Carey says in a statement that she loves the show's pilot, which focuses on 
the 1980s upbringing of Tracee Ellis Ross' character. Rainbow. 

Carey says she has wanted to collaborate with "black-ish's" creators for some time, and 
providing music for a show focused on a biracial woman like herself is a natural fit. 
"mixed-ish" is set to premiere on ABC on Sept. 24. It stars Arica Himmel as young Rain¬ 
bow, and Mark-Paul Gosselaar and Tika Sumpter as her parents.□ 



In this May 1, 2019, file photo Mariah Carey poses in the press 
room with the Icon award at the Billboard Music Awards at the 
MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. 


Associated Press 
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Series aims to tell wildlife stories from different view 


By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Lupita 
Nyong'o remembers clear¬ 
ly the first time she touched 
a giraffe. She was 5, and it 
was part of her childhood 
education growing up in 
Kenya to appreciate the 
wildlife around her. 

“They weren’t exotic, they 
were there," she recalled. 
Over the years, the Oscar- 
winning actress has been 
involved in conservation 


efforts to preserve wildlife, 
and has spent time touring 
the national parks of her 
homeland where she got 
to marvel at the beauty of 
animals up close. So when 
she was recruited by Si¬ 
mon Fuller to narrate the 
new Discovery docuseries 
“Serengeti,” which follows 
the trials and tribulations of 
animal families including li¬ 
ons, baboons, hyenas and 
elephants, it was an ener¬ 
getic yes. 
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This image released by Discovery shows a Zebra stampede from episode four of “Serengeti,” a 
six-part series premiering August 2019. 


But it also attracted her for 
another reason. 

“I’ve never heard any 
one like me narrate these 
documentaries," she said, 
speaking of her African 
heritage, in a recent inter¬ 
view with The Associated 
Press. “I was really excited 
for the opportunity to nar¬ 
rate my own world.” 

In “Serengeti,” which de¬ 
buts Sunday at 8 p.m. on 
the Discovery network, 
Nyong’o’s voice takes 
viewers on a journey fol¬ 
lowing several species that 
were tracked in the mas¬ 
sive Serengeti in Tanzania. 
Filmmaker John Downer, 
a veteran wildlife docu¬ 
mented was tasked with 
zeroing in on the familial dy¬ 
namics of various species, 
like Kali the lioness, who is 
ousted from her pride in the 
first episode because she’s 
mated outside of it. She’s 
now forced to protect and 
feed her young cubs with¬ 
out the help of her family. 
Bakari, a baboon, is seen 
fighting for the affection of 
a female baboon who has 
given her affections to the 
ruler of the pack. Mean¬ 
while Tembo, an adoles¬ 
cent elephant, is trying to 
find his way and place af¬ 
ter his mother gives birth 
again. 

Downer said “Serengeti” 
differs from other nature 
programs because it brings 
the viewer into the world of 
the animals in a more inti¬ 
mate way. 

“We’re not seeing them just 
sort of as you would within 
the documentary which 


is usually about what they 
do in dramatic moments 
where you see something 
happen in their lives. This is 
kind of more personal. It re¬ 
lates to human behavior,” 
he said. 

“We could see ourselves 
reflected in them, because 
we see them as animals 
as complex in many ways 
as we are, and having to 
make the same life choic¬ 
es but in very different en¬ 
vironments, where it's all 
about survival of the family 
and about jealousies and 
rivalries and many things 
that, you know, the human 
world encounters.” 

The series produced by 
“American Idol” producer 
Simon Fuller, who was in¬ 
spired by his own experi¬ 
ences watching wildlife 
on safari and his own time 
spent in the Serengeti. 
They were able to film on 
the Serengeti Reserve, a 
private area next to the 
national park, away from 
tourists, which helped them 
gain unfettered access to 
the animals. 

“The beautiful thing about 
some of these reserves is 
that it could be one hun¬ 
dred years ago it could be 
a thousand years ago. The 
time doesn’t exist, .it’s sud¬ 
denly their world not ours,” 
he said. 

Thousands of hours of 
animal interactions were 
filmed over the course of 
two years and then whit¬ 
tled down to six hours. 

“The big thing was spend¬ 
ing time with the animals 
and letting them inform 
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the story, so we were al¬ 
ways feeding off what 
happened, when chang¬ 
ing the story line as it hap¬ 
pened,” Downer said. “We 
have to start identifying 
stories early; we have to 
abandon story lines if they 
weren't going to work. So it 
became a process of ac¬ 
tually thinning out the ma¬ 
terials that we had so we 
could tell the most dramat¬ 
ic and true-to-life story that 
we could from the materi¬ 
als that we have. “ 

Drones were used to keep 
track of the animals when 
regular cameras lost sight 
of them; Fuller said a drone 
camera was used to cap¬ 
ture a devastating moment 
when one animal was killed 
by a snake. 

While there uplifting mo¬ 
ments, there also were 
tragedies on the Serengeti 
that may bring tears to the 
eyes, as it did for one vet¬ 
eran crew member, who 
witnessed the death of a 
young member of a clan 
and wished he could have 
been able to intervene. 
“(Fie) said ‘We couldn’t 
because we didn’t want to 
interfere with nature or that 
scene.’ And he was sob¬ 
bing,” Fuller remembered. 
“That's the difference in 
this show. That's the differ¬ 
ence." 

“It's kind of the springboard 
for his entire arc in the se¬ 
ries, but what I love about 
Bakari is the learning curve 
he goes on,” she said. “It's 
really, really, really touch¬ 
ing to witness his journey, 
that’s my favorite.”□ 
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Rare Steinbeck story, set in Paris, published this week 



This Dec. 10, 1962 file photo shows American Author John Steinbeck, right, receiving the Nobel 
Prize for Literature from King Gustav during Award Ceremonies in Stockholm's Concert Hall in 
Sweden. 


By HILLEL ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ernest 
Hemingway wasn’t the 
only Great American Writ¬ 
er with something to say 
about Paris. 

Hemingway's contempo¬ 
rary and fellow Nobel lau¬ 
reate, John Steinbeck, was 
best known for “The Grapes 
of Wrath,” "Of Mice and 
Men” and other fiction set 
in his native California. 

But he was a world citizen 
for much of his adult life, 
and he absorbed enough 
of Paris to write down some 
memories and impressions, 
and add a funny, fictional 
spin. 

In the mid-1950s, Steinbeck 
wrote a series of columns 
for the French newspa¬ 
per Le Figaro titled “One 
American In Paris.” One of 
those pieces, widely be¬ 
lieved to have never come 
out in English, appears this 
week in the summer issue 
of The Strand Magazine , 
a literary quarterly which 
has published rare works 
by Hemingway, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald and many oth¬ 
ers. 

“Steinbeck is seen as a 
uniquely American writer, 
who wrote about Ameri¬ 
can themes ... but this story 
casts light on Steinbeck the 
international traveler," says 
Strand Managing Editor 
Andrew Gulli, who found 
the Paris story in the online 
Steinbeck archive at the 
Harry Ransom Center at 
the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

In his Paris piece, Steinbeck 
teases the French cafe 


culture and apparently his 
own literary stature as a se¬ 
rious, even self-important, 
writer who helped de¬ 
fine the Great Depression 
through the impoverished 
but steadfast Joad family 
of “The Grapes of Wrath.” 
The heroes of “One Ameri¬ 
can in Paris” represent a 
more privileged class: a 
French chef, his trusted 
cat Apollo — and the un¬ 
expected zest of Apollo's 
catnip. 

“I am sometimes criticized 
for avoiding the great dis¬ 
cordant notes of the times 
and closing my ears to 
the drums of daily doom,” 
Steinbeck notes drolly. “But 
I have found that the mo¬ 
mentary sound very shortly 


becomes a whisper and 
the timely fury is forgot¬ 
ten, while the soft verities 
persist year after year. We 
have not survived on great 
things, but on little ones, like 
a little story I have here.” 
Unlike Hemingway, Stein¬ 
beck had no youthful or 
war time experiences in 
Paris. During World War II, 
he worked in London, Italy 
and North Africa as a corre¬ 
spondent for the New York 
Herald Tribune; he didn't 
arrive in Paris until 1946, the 
year after the war ended, 
when he was in his mid- 
40s. Years later, he would 
acknowledge that his view 
of the city was “naive,” but 
“it is an eye of delight.” Su¬ 
san Shillinglaw, a Steinbeck 


Associated Press 

scholar and a professor of 
English at San Jose State 
University, said the author’s 
affection inspired the hu¬ 
mor of his Le Figaro contri¬ 
butions. 

“His intention was to have 
a light touch, to write with 
an uninformed eye, so just 
write about ‘little things’ 
that delighted him,” she 
told the AP in a recent 
email. “He loved to write, 
and it didn't always have 
to be serious. Some of his 
writing is funny, deft, wry, 
engaging. He liked to con¬ 
tact ordinary people.” 

His tale in The Strand is set 
in a restaurant called “The 
Amiable Fleas,” where 
patrons include a painter 
whose work is invisible, an 


architect with a grudge 
against the flying buttress 
and a poet “whose work 
was so gloriously obscure 
that even he did not under¬ 
stand it." 

But no one has grander 
thoughts at the Fleas than 
its owner and chef, one M. 
Amite, whose imagination 
has been fired by receiv¬ 
ing a star from the Michelin 
Guidebook. 

“The star did it,” Steinbeck 
reports. “Ambition fed on 
the star and grew happy 
from its feeding. M. Amite 
dreamed, planned, lived 
and suffered for a second 
star.” 

Much of the plot centers on 
an expected visit from the 
Michelin reviewer and the 
momentary crisis of Apollo’s 
disappearance. The cat is 
not only M. Amite’s confi¬ 
dant, but official taster, his 
approval the final step for a 
given recipe. 

Through coincidences 
more in line with an O. Hen¬ 
ry story than “The Grapes 
of Wrath," the cat and his 
palate will leave everyone 
satisfied. 

“Olympus is not proof 
against pity. The Muses can 
forgive. Having been mis¬ 
chievous and cruel, they 
sometimes make amends,” 
Steinbeck writes. 

“Today, a novelist sits every 
day at The Amiable Fleas, 
a novelist whose work is so 
despondent that the whole 
world flocks to him. 

Tourist buses stop to dis¬ 
gorge pilgrims, and even 
cynical Parisians rub their 
hands and lick their lips 
when they enter.’O 


‘Lost You’ is psychological thriller 


By BRUCE DESILVA 
Associated Press 

“Lost You: a Novel” 
(Crown), by Haylen Beck 
Surrogacy — in which a 
woman agrees to carry a 
baby for another person or 
couple — is a legal swamp 
in America, and in this, vet¬ 
eran crime novelist Stuart 
Neville, writing under the 
pen name Haylen Beck, 
has found the makings of 
an emotionally wrenching 
psychological thriller. 

“Lost You” begins when 
Libby, recently abandoned 
by her husband, decides to 



This cover image released by 
Crown shows “Lost You,” a 
novel by Haylen Beck. 
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take her toddler Ethan to a 
Florida resort to celebrate 
the start of her new life as a 
published author. 

But the good times turn bad 
when she turns her head 
for a moment. Ethan jumps 
on an elevator, the doors 
close, and he's gone. 

At first, she fears Ethan has 
been lost, but she soon 
realizes it’s worse — that 
Ethan has been found. 

The bulk of the book con¬ 
sists of a flashback in which 
readers learn how Libby 
and Ethan arrived at this 
moment. 


The story involves a shady 
company that arranges 
surrogate births, a barren 
Libby whose history has 
left her with a dangerously 
obsessive need to raise 
a child, an impoverished 
young Anna who agrees 
to carry Libby’s husband’s 
baby for money and a snarl 
of state laws. 

Neville, an Irish novelist 
whose previous work has 
made the best-seller lists 
of The New York Times and 
the Los Angeles Times, says 
he adopted the pen name 
Haylen Beck for this and a 


previous stand-alone thriller 
because he didn't want 
to confuse fans who have 
come to expect his books 
to be part of his Belfast 
crime series. 

“Lost You” toys with read¬ 
ers' emotions, making 
them fearful for both Libby 
and Anna at times, fearful 
of both at times and un¬ 
certain until the very end 
about who — if anyone — 
is in the right. 

The story unravels at an 
anxiety-inducing pace, 
and shocking twists appear 
around every corner.O 
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In Brazil backlands, termites built millions of dirt mounds 


By VICTOR CAIVANO 
PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
PALMEIRAS, Brazil (AP) — 

Roy Funch, an American 
botanist who has lived and 
worked in Brazil’s hard¬ 
scrabble northeast for de¬ 
cades, long looked at huge 
cone-shaped mounds of 
mud in the distance and 
wondered. 

What built them? How 
many were there? How 
long had they been there? 
After years of failing to 
generate interest in the 
mounds, a chance meet¬ 
ing with an English expert 
on social insects, Stephen 
Martin, led to remarkable 
discoveries: There are over 
200 million mounds built 
by termites that stretch 
across 88,800 square miles 
(230,000 square kilometers), 
about the size of Great Brit¬ 
ain. 

What’s more, some of the 
dirt heaps are nearly 4,000 
years old. 

“While the Romans were 
building their columns, 
their buildings, these ter¬ 
mites were building their 
mounds,” Funch said, add¬ 
ing that the dirt piles rep¬ 
resent the largest biocon¬ 
struction of any species 
other than humans. 

The mounds, seen in vari¬ 
ous places in a vast desert¬ 
like region called the Caat- 
inga, stand between 6 and 
13 feet (2 to 4 meters) high 
and are spaced roughly 
equally apart — between 
52 and 72 feet (16 to 22 
meters). 

To landowners who clear 
brush to plant crops, the 
mounds are a nuisance. 
Bulldozing them is difficult 
because over years of be¬ 
ing baked in the hot sun, 
the already-hard dirt and 



A soldier termite with large pincers stands guard while smaller worker termites gather dead leaves 
and cut them into pieces near Lencois, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 22, 2018. 
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clay become like stone. 
Poor people in the area 
use chunks of the mounds 
to build adobe houses. 
Funch says he wrote two 
articles about the mounds 
in Brazilian publications, 
but they didn’t draw any 
attention. Without exper¬ 
tise in insects or the world 
of scientific publishing, he 
wasn't sure how to take his 
research to the next level. 
Asking local people didn’t 
help. 

“Some would say they 
are termites, some would 
say ants, some would say: 
‘Well, they have always 
been there. They are part 
of nature,”’ Funch said. 
Enter Martin, an entomolo¬ 
gist at the University of 
Salford in England. A few 
years ago, Martin was in 
northeastern Brazil studying 
honey bees and ants in the 
state of Bahia. He, too, was 
curious about the mounds. 
“I was intrigued because of 
their patterns,” he said. 

By chance, Martin and 
Funch met next to a river 
in Lencois, a small town in 





Giant termite mounds cover 
Saturday, Nov. 24, 2018. 


a field near Palmeiras, Brazil, 
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Bahia about 30 miles (50 ki¬ 
lometers) west of the edge 
of the mound area. 

When Martin mentioned 
seeing the mounds while 
he was driving around, 
Funch told him: “You just 
met the only guy in Brazil 
who is working on these 
mounds.” 

The two teamed up, and 
their research was pub¬ 
lished Nov. 19 in Current Bi¬ 
ology. 

The pair concluded the 
mounds were built by Syn- 
termes dirus, a large ter¬ 
mite species that feeds 
on leaves and lives under¬ 
ground. 

While the termites are 
found in the region, the re¬ 
searchers didn’t find them 
actively working in the 
larger mounds, but instead 
along the edges of areas 
with mounds. 

Cutting into several 
mounds, they found only a 
small tube-like hole going 
to the top of each one, not 
an extensive pattern of tun¬ 
nels throughout. That sug¬ 
gested the termites were 
simply finding a place to 
chuck earth from under¬ 
ground, where they build 
their tunnels. 

“These are just waste 
heaps,” said Martin. “Un¬ 
der normal circumstances 
we wouldn’t see them be¬ 
cause they wouldn’t persist 
for such a long time.” 

In more humid areas where 
the same species lives, 
such as the Amazon, the 
mounds are eroded by rain 
and wind. 

But the Caatinga ecore¬ 


gion gets rainfall only a few 
weeks a year. The desert 
shrubland vegetation cov¬ 
ers and camouflages the 
mounds in large swaths of 
the area, one of the rea¬ 
sons they were essentially 
hiding in plain sight. 

Funch said improvements 
in Google Earth’s imag¬ 
ing in recent years helped 
them understand the ex¬ 
tent of the formations via 
spatial mapping. 

“The mounds go on forev¬ 
er in every direction,” said 
Funch, who initially came to 
Brazil as a Peace Corps vol¬ 
unteer in 1977 and stayed. 
The mounds are also very 
old. Radioactive testing 
determined they ranged 
in age from 690 to 3,820 
years. 

“It could have been a gi¬ 
ant termite (that built the 
mounds)," joked Luciano 
Oliveira, a local who lives 
in a house made with earth 
taken from a mound. “No¬ 
body knows.” 

While many people view 
termites as pests because 
some species eat wood. 


and thus homes, the social 
insects are also some of 
the world’s best engineers, 
building vast networks of 
underground tunnels and 
huge heaps of dirt. 

An Associated Press jour¬ 
nalist who accompanied 
Funch to watch the noctur¬ 
nal termites at work saw sol¬ 
dier termites about a half¬ 
inch long and with large 
pincers stand guard while 
smaller workers gathered 
dead leaves and cut them 
in smaller pieces, making 
“click, click, click” sounds 
as they worked. When a 
flashlight was shined on the 
termites for a few seconds, 
they scurried down small 
holes. 

Rob Pringle, a Princeton 
biology professor who has 
studied termites and their 
mounds in Kenya, Mozam¬ 
bique and Namibia, said 
fighting between termite 
colonies can lead to pat¬ 
terns in the mounds they 
produce. 

The fact that the Brazil study 
found the termites didn't 
fight unless they were from 
colonies several kilometers 
apart means there is a lot 
more to discover about 
how termites create such 
patterns. 

Funch and Martin say there 
is much they still need to in¬ 
vestigate. 

Among the majorquestions: 
Why don’t the mounds ap¬ 
pear to have active colo¬ 
nies underneath them? 
What causes the uniform 
spacing? And how long did 
it take termites to make the 
biggest mounds? 

“These are Mayan temples 
that the locals knew were 
here,” said Funch. “But the 
critical eye of science is 
just beginning to discover 
them.’O 



American botanist Roy Funch sits on top of a giant termite 
mound near Palmeiras, Brazil, Saturday, Nov. 24, 2018. 
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